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LETTERS 
Dear Editor: 
The article "The Icic les: Feel the happy" (spring 2008) 
and front cover have comp lete ly knocked all of our socks 
off. You rock! We are getting responses from all over. My 
friend from Portland ca lled recently. Thank you so much for 
taking such good care of us and for doing such a ki ll er job. 
Joleen Rumsey, '96 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
My wife Janet Jasker, '90, and I were thril led to see your articl e 
on Katie Clark ("Death Va lley 'suffer-a-than' is more than personal 
for cyclist," spring 2008) in Grand Valley Magazine. I know Katie 
and have ridden in Death Val ley with her the past two years in 
support of this cause. 
Brian Bowe wrote a fantastic account of Katie's dai ly strugg le 
with d iabetes. He broug ht to li g ht her courage and determination 
to defeat th is enemy, not on ly for herse lf but her daughter, too. 
Severa l of my co-workers happened to see the artic le and also 
commented on its positive message. 
I hope that other readers are encouraged to join "the fight," if 
not against d iabetes then for some other worthy cause, for there 
are plenty. 
John Jasker 
Holland, Michigan 
As I scanned the letters to the editor in the spring 2008 issue, 
I was pleasantly surprised to see a letter from my friend Joe 
Camfield, related to our adventure at Harvard for the Model 
United Nations conference in 1972. We served as co-chairmen 
Bookmarks 
Looking for a good book? Check out these 
recommendations from Grand Val ley staff 
members: 
The Allee Storie• ~ 
of the U.S. delegation and as adv isors to six other Grand Val ley 
students who represented Colombia. 
We were quite pleased w ith ourselves on the long drive home. 
Not a so litary resolution hosti le to the U.S. became part of the 
Model U.N. record, and we passed several favorab le resolutions. 
We were we ll prepared for o ur work by Dr. R.S. Junn. He to ld 
organizers at Harvard our team of dip lomats were "prepared 
not to be humil iated." We d idn' t take top honors, which went to 
the University of Utah, but we did very well, for unknowns. Dr. 
Junn late r to ld me many larger schoo ls sent graduate students. 
Other Grand Valley students in the U.S. delegation were 
Tom Klynsma, John McNaughton, Kathleen Bozicevich, 
Marjolijn VanderVe lde and Andrew Sloan; also David 
Mitchell, Serve lla Booker, Stephan Gryzan, Dean Breest, 
Charles Mi lne and David Porter represented Co lombia. 
Those were the days, my friends; the good, Grand Va lley days . 
Letters to the Editor can be mailed to: 
Grand Valley Magazine 
1 Campus Drive, 133 LMH 
Al lendale, Ml 49401 
or sent via e-mail to: gvmagazine@gvsu.edu. 
Larry Hamp, '72 
Hastings, Michigan 
Please include your name, class year (if applicable), hometown and 
phone number (not for publication). Letters are subject to editing. 
(University of Nebraska Press, 2007) 
by Jesse Lee Kercheval 
(Knopf Publishing Group, 2008) 
by Michael Ondaatje 
Last Child In The Woods: Saving our 
Children hoin Nature-Deficit Disorder 
(Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill, 2006) 
by Richard Louv Winner of the Prairie Schooner Book 
Prize, this series of stones follows Ahce 
through her days as a graduate student, 
to life as a mother, wife and community 
college professor. Emily Frigo librarian, 
said reading this book "leaves you with 
t~ same warm feeling you get after 
catching up with a close friend ' 
A new novel by the author of The 
English Patient captivated Patricia Clark, 
pro(essor of writing and GVSU poet-in-
residence The book follows a California 
farnl(y torn apart by violence. Clark called 
OndaatJe's writing gorgeous and said 
''You cannot read the opening section 
or ch~pter al"d put this one down." 
Child advocacy expert Richard Louv 
writes about the benefits kids receive 
from unstructured outdoor play and 
links children's alienation from nature 
to depression, stress and obesity. John 
KIibourne, professor of movement science, 
called the book a must-read for parents 
and e<:iucators. "It's a practical book 
that offers a prescription for a healthier 
and more playful world," he said. 
Th &nwers,ty Bookstore ts offermg a 20 percent discount on these titles. 
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National survey shows mainline 
Protestants more Democratic 
CAMPUS news 
_ tlla o ~epu bl ica_._.._ ________ .. 
The findings of a national 
survey polling religious beliefs, 
religious affiliation and religious 
behavior, addressed both the 
opportunities and obstacles 
presidential candidates face 
with religious voters. 
The Henry Institute's 
National Survey on Religion and 
Public Life surveyed more than 
3,000 people in early spring. 
Kevin den Dulk, associate 
professor of political science 
at Grand Valley, was part of 
the research team, along with 
colleagues from Calvin College 
and Dominican University. 
The survey focused 
photo courtesy of the Paul B. Henry Institute for the 
Study of Christianity and Polit ics, Calvin College 
Kevin den Dulk, second from left, waits for questions from reporters 
at the National Press Club about a survey that polled voters about 
their religious beliefs and how that could impact the 2008 
presidential election. 
on four religious groups: 
evangelical Protestants, 
mainline Protestants, Roman 
Catholics and seculars. The 
survey showed, for the first 
time in nearly 70 years, that 
mainline Protestants are more 
Democratic than Republican in 
their partisan identifications, 
about 46 percent Democratic 
to 37 percent Republican. 
Mainline Protestants make 
up about 20 percent of the 
American electorate. 
"Mainliners (those associated 
with some of the oldest 
Protestant denominations in 
the U.S.) were a solid part of the 
Republican base for decades, 
but that began to erode as a 
response to increasing social 
conservatism in the GOP in the 
1980s," said den Dulk. "This 
election year might be the first 
time that shift in party loyalty 
results in a clear majority 
vote for the Democratic 
presidential candidate." 
Another key finding shows 
Bush nominates alumnus to ambassador post 
Grand Valley alumnus John 
Beyrle was confirmed in July 
by the U.S. Senate as the new 
Ambassador to Russia. 
Beyrle had served as U.S. 
Ambassador to Bulgaria - a 
post he has held since 2005. 
Beyrle is a career member of 
the senior Foreign Service. 
He joined in 1983 and has 
specialized in Eastern Europe. 
Before serving as ambassador 
to Bulgaria, he was deputy chief 
of mission in Moscow. Beyrle 
also served as counselor for 
political and economic affairs 
at the U.S. embassy in Prague. 
From 1993-95, he was director 
for Russian, Ukrainian and 
Eurasian Affairs on the staff of 
the National Security Council. 
He speaks Bulgarian, Russian, 
French, German and Czech. 
In a 2005 interview, 
Beyrle credited his time at 
Grand Valley with inspiring 
him to travel the world. 
"Grand Valley opened up a 
whole world for me," Beyrle 
said. "When I came to Grand 
Valley, I met a whole range of 
professors - these were people 
who had traveled a lot and 
encouraged me to get out and 
use the languages I was learning 
there, not just in an academic 
sense, to become a teacher or a 
linguist, but to actually travel in 
the countries. 
"It just opened a huge door 
to the outside world to me. I 
went through that door and 
I've been traveling ever since." 
Christine Rydel was one of 
Beyrle's professors. The current 
coordinator of the Russian 
Studies progTam remembers 
Beyrle as a talented student. 
"His extraordinary talents 
and ability to master many 
languages and sound like a 
native speaker made him stand 
out even in his first days at 
Grand Valley," Rydel said. 
evangelical Protestants have 
replaced mainline Protestants 
as the religious tradition 
most strongly aligned with 
the Republican Party. 
"Just as mainliners began 
to move away from the 
GOP, evangelicals began 
to flock to the Republican 
Party;' den Dulk said. 
"A voter's level of religious 
traditionalism has now become 
a key indicator of vote choice, 
regardless of one's specific 
faith or denomination." 
The results of the survey 
were announced at a news 
conference at the National Press 
Club in Washington, D.C., The 
survey was commissioned by 
the Paul B. Henry Institute for 
the Study of Christianity and 
Politics at Calvin College and 
was funded in part by the Lynne 
and Harry Bradley Foundation. 
John Beyrle 
Beyrle grnduated with 
honors from Grand Valley 
in 1975 with a French major 
and German minor. 
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CAMPUS news 
Traverse City commencement celebrates family 
Grand Valley's 11th annual 
Traverse City commencement 
focused not only on the new 
graduates earning degTees, but 
the families who support them. 
During the May ceremony, the 
university gave away balloons, 
beads and ribbon wands to 
create a festive atmosphere. 
A photographer took free 
photos of the graduates with 
their families and friends. 
The family focus of the 
ceremony was inspired by 
the non-traditional nature of 
Grand Valley's Traverse City 
students. They come from a 
wide variety ofbackgrnunds. 
Some are published authors, 
some serve on nonprofit boards, 
some coordinate activities 
during community events such 
as the Cherry Festival, or have 
their own businesses. Around 
83 percent of the students who 
walked are over the age of 24. 
"Sometimes a non-traditional 
student goes through a different 
kind of process during college," 
said Marty Litherland, director 
of regional centers for Grand 
Valley. "It's not harder or 
·easier, it's just different. 
"Often they're financing 
it themselves, and they're 
taking risks. In advising, the 
first thing we ask is what kind 
of support system they have. 
When a non-traditional student 
goes to college, everyone is 
impacted. Missing a soccer 
game because you have a class, 
there's a tremendous sense of 
guilt there. And it helps if you 
have a great support system." 
Litherland said it's not 
uncommon for graduates to 
ask for 20 tickets for family and 
friends to attend the ceremony, 
which was held at the Grand 
Traverse Resort in Acme. 
People come from all over 
the country. "An aunt came 
from Oklahoma," she said. 
Underground Railroad 
conference set 
G rand Valley will commemorate the 
10th anniversary of the 
establishment of the Michigan 
Freedom Trail Commission 
and the National Network to 
Freedom with a conference, 
"Underground Railroad 
in Michigan: A Decade of 
Discoveries," in September. 
The National Network to 
Freedom and the Michigan 
Freedom Trail Commission 
were created to recover, 
document and commemorate 
the history of the Undergrnund 
Railroad and resistance 
to slavery in America and 
internationally. The conference 
will be September 26-27 in 
the De Vos Center on the Pew 
Grand Rapids Campus. 
The keynote speakers 
include the following: 
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• Christopher Paul Curtis, 
internationally acclaimed 
children's author and 
winner of the Newberry 
Book Award for Bud Not 
Buddy and his latest, Elijah 
of Buxton, an Underground 
Railroad story for youth. 
• Betty DeRamus, author of 
Forbidden Fruit: Love Stories 
from the Underground 
Railroad and a second book 
on the Underground 
Railroad slated for 
publication this year. 
• Karolyn Smardz Frost, 
archaeologist and author of 
the award-winning chronicle 
of one slave couple's escape 
from Louisville, Kentucky, 
through Michigan to 
freedom in Toronto: I've Got 
a Home in Glory Land. 
• Anna-Lisa Cox, author of A 
photo by Bernadine Carey -Tucker 
Sally Loup celebrates her graduation with a group of fr iends during 
the Traverse City commencement ceremony, held in May at the Grand 
Traverse Resort . 
Grand Valley became 
part of the Northwestern 
Michigan College University 
Center in 1996. The university 
offers undergraduate degree 
programs in education and 
liberal studies and graduate 
programs in education and 
Stronger Kinship, a history of 
an interracial Michigan 
community formed in the 
aftermath of the 
Underground Railroad and 
abolitionist movements. 
There will also be 
presentations by scholars and 
local custodians ofUndergTound 
Railroad history. The regional 
conference is expected to 
draw university scholars, 
K-12 teachers, and amateur 
researchers. It is hosted by 
Grand Valley's African and 
social work. Grand Valley serves 
approximately 275 students 
across northern Michigan with 
classes offered in Traverse 
City, Cadillac, Boyne City, and 
Sault Ste. Marie. Students from 
all of those sites participated 
in the commencement. 
fR[[IN4 
Trail 
African American Studies 
program, in collaboration with 
the Michigan Freedom Trail 
Commission, the Hauenstein 
Center for Presidential Studies 
and the Dorothy A. Johnson 
Center for Philanthropy and 
Nonprofit Leadership. 
Registration is $50, or 
$25 for students. After 
September 5, the registration 
fee is $75. For more information, 
call (616) 331-8109 or visit 
www.gvsu.edu/ ugrrdecade. 
Home football games televised 
_ across~ichiga11 ______ _ 
Laker fans across Michigan can "Yatch all home football games 
this season, as the Grand Valley Sports Network will televise on 
Charter and Comcast digital cable channels. Check local listings 
for details. The Lakers open the season September 6 against 
Indianapolis. Home games and some away games will also be 
webcast and available by visiting wwv1.gvsu.edu. 
Fans will see updated athletic logos, which underwent changes 
to better promote brand awareness. 
New deans announced 
Two new deans were 
named in the spring to 
lead the College of Health 
Professions and the 
College of Community 
and Public Service. 
Roy H. Olsson Jr. brings 
a diverse background to 
CHP, including previous 
experience in the public 
health, rehabilitation and 
therapeutic recreation 
fields. He started July 1, after 
serving as dean of the School 
of Professional Studies 
at the State University of 
New York at Cortland. 
George Grant, dean of 
CCPS, had served as Grand 
Valley's program director 
for the School of Social 
Work. He has been a faculty 
member within the school 
for 11 years and has taught 
at Grand Valley for 15 years. 
Olsson earned a doctorate 
in leisure studies and 
services from the University 
Roy H. O lsson Jr. George Grant 
of Oregon, a master's degree 
in physical education with a 
concentration in recreational 
therapy from Kansas State 
College of Pittsburg and a 
bachelor's degree in social 
work from Kansas State 
College of Pittsburg. 
Grant earned a bachelor's 
degree from Marygrove 
College, a master's degree from 
Grand Valley and a doctorate 
from Western Michigan 
University. His areas of specialty 
include child and family 
services and child welfare. 
CAMPUS news 
'Visionary' receives 
hall of fame award 
N ow athletic director at Ann Arbor Pioneer High 
School, Lorin Cartwright 
remembers being cut from 
Grand Valley's basketball 
team. Rather than seeing it 
as a discouraging event, she 
said it was the catalyst to a 
career, and an opportunity 
to work with Doug Woods, 
who she called a "visionary." 
Cartwright graduated from 
Grand Valley in 1979. After 
she was cut from the team, 
she found herself with lots of 
extra time. "I was wondering 
what to do at 3 p.m., when all 
my friends were at practices, 
so I wandered into the training 
room," she said. "Doug invited 
me in and told me if I practiced 
my ankle wraps over winter 
break, I could start the athletic 
training program in January." 
He kept his word, as did 
she - wrapping her sister's 
ankle countless times over 
the holiday. Soon Cartwright 
found herself in the thick of 
the athletic h·aining program, 
working with the men's teams. 
"Remember this was in 
the late '70s, when there 
weren't many women 
trainers. When I left Grand 
Valley, I realized how much 
discrimination was out 
there," she said. "At the 
University of Michigan, for 
example, no woman was 
working with men's sports 
because they thought it 
would be a distraction. 
"In my thinking, Doug is 
truly a visionary;' she said. 
Cartwright introduced 
Woods and told that 
1998. Woods began coaching 
the Laker softball team in 
1991 while still maintaining a 
teaching role in the athletic 
training program for the 
movement science department. 
Through three decades in 
the profession, Woods has 
seen countless changes. "The 
technology has expanded so 
much, and the curriculum, to 
prepare athletic trainers, it's 
astounding," he said. "Students 
can take their broad-based 
background and tailor it to 
their own individual specialties. 
We have students working 
at colleges, high schools, one 
at NASA and Disney's Wide 
World of Sports complex. 
It's almost endless." 
Students consider Woods such 
an revered institution that they 
created an endowed scholarship 
to honor him and his wife, who 
works in Grand Valley's library. 
The Doug and Linda Woods 
Excellence in Athletic Training 
Scholarship is awarded to 
students within the major based 
on their academic standing. 
photo by Amanda Pitts 
same sto1y when he was 
inducted into the Michigan 
Athletic Trainers Society 
Hall of Fame during a 
ceremony in May. Woods 
has been at Grand 
Valley for 32 yea.rs. He 
served as head athletic 
trainer for 22 years until 
Doug Woods, longtime movement 
science faculty member and softball 
coach, and former athletic trainer, holds 
his induction plaque from the Michigan 
Athletic Trainers Society Hall of Fame. 
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CAMPUS news 
Two with Grand Valley ties qualify for Olympics 
C hris Uhl will participate in the Beijing 2008 
Olympics - not as an athlete, 
but as a chef. Uhl was selected 
as one of 7,000 chefs from 
around the world to prepare 
food for Olympic athletes and 
coaches. The 2003 Grand Valley 
graduate is an assistant food 
service director at Central 
Michigan University and 
applied to be an Olympic chef 
through ARAMARK, CMU's 
food service vendor. 
"I'll be a manager or sous chef, 
which means I'll be working 
directly under the executive 
chef,'' Uhl said. "This is my first 
experience traveling outside 
of the country. I'll be able to 
learn a lot working with people 
from all over the world." 
The Ottawa Lake native 
earned a bachelor's degree in 
public relations and advertising, 
but developed an interest in 
cooking while attending Grand 
Valley. "When I would go home 
on the weekends I would cook 
with my dad as a way of getting 
closer to him," he said. "My 
dad really helped me develop 
a passion for cooking." 
Uhl said he knew finishing his 
degree at Grand Valley would 
help his career. After graduation, 
he earned an associate's degree 
from the Culinary Institute 
of America in New York and 
interned at restaurants in 
Chicago before working at CMU. 
He will spend seven weeks 
in Beijing managing a location 
in Olympic Village. He arrived 
in July and will return in 
September. "I'm sure I was 
picked partly because of the 
volume of students I'm used to 
serving, which is about 3,000 
people per day," he said. 
World Traveler 
Miriam (Mimi) Smith, 
supervisor at the Starbucks in 
the De Vos Center on Grand 
Valley's Pew Grand Rapids 
Grand Valley produces feature-length film 
The first feature-length 
film produced by a Michigan 
university, "To Live and Die in 
Dixie,'' was created by the Grand 
Valley Summer Film Project 
2007. The fi lm's world premiere 
in high definition format was 
held in June at Studio 28 in 
Grand Rapids, fo llowed by a 
question and answer session 
with the director and cast 
members. Fifty percent of the 
box office proceeds from a week 
of screenings were donated to 
Grand Valley to benefit students. 
The story is based on true 
facts about a love triangle on 
a southern college campus 
that ended with two murders. 
The lead character, secretary 
to the university president, 
jeopardized her career and 
marriage during her quest to 
bring the killer to justice when 
the police and courts fai led. 
Based on a book by Frances 
Parker, the screenplay was 
written by John Dufresne, 
creative writing professor at 
Florida International University 
in Miami, with assistance from 
Donald Papy, a lawyer in Miami. 
All three made visits to the set 
during fi lming. 
Established in 1995, the 
Grand Valley Summer Film 
Project has offered junior and 
senior students in the School of 
Communications an opportunity 
to work side-by-side with 
professionals to produce a 
30-minute film in 12 weeks. This 
was the project's first feature-
length fi lm. 
"While other, much larger 
schools have programs in 
film theory, I consider Grand 
Valley to have the best true film 
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photo courtesy of Robert Barclay, CMU 
Chris Uhl, a 2003 Grand Valley graduate, demonstrates what he'll do at 
the Summer Olympics as a sous chef. 
Campus, will represent Campus 
Dining/ ARAMARK at the 
Summer Olympics. Smith will 
work with 150 ARAMARK 
managers and 5,000 Chinese 
staff members during the gan1es. 
"I have traveled to a lot of 
foreign countries and have 
visited Beijing before," she 
said. "I think that was part of 
the reason I was selected." 
photo courtesy of the Summer Film Project 
Pictured is a scene from 'To Live and Die in Dix ie,' the f irst feature- length 
f ilm produced by t he Grand Valley Summer Film Project. It was screened 
at Stud io 28 in Grand Rap ids in June. 
progrnm in Michigan," said 
Janet Lockwood, Michigan Film 
Office director. 
For more information, 
or to purchase a DVD, visit 
www.gvsu.edu/ dixiefilm. 
DONOR impact 
Grand Valley shapes its future 
University announces first comprehensive campaign, largest effort in history 
G rand Valley's Board of Trustees, president, and 
four community leaders have 
announced the university's 
first comprehensive campaign 
to raise funds for multiple 
programs that will help shape 
the university's future and, in 
turn, the economic health of the 
state of Michigan. 
The largest initiative in Grand 
Valley history, the "Shaping 
our Future" campaign, was 
announced at a university 
dinner event for donors held 
at De Vos Place in Grand 
Rapids on June 10. More than 
1,200 guests heard the details 
of the campaign that targets 
seven areas at the university. 
"Shaping our Future" co-
chairs Jim and Donna Brooks 
(also a trustee) and Dan and 
Pamella De Vos announced that 
Grand Valley has already raised 
more than half of the $50 million 
goal through private gifts. 
This critical initiative 
seeks funding for multiple 
capital and endowment 
priorities at Grand Valley. 
"Our top priority continues 
to be a new library, but this 
will not be the kind of library 
most of us are used to," said 
President Thomas J. Haas. "We 
Campaign Honorary Chairs 
Richard DeVos 
HelenDeVos 
Honorary Committee 
John H. Batts 
Nancy L. Batts 
John C. Canepa 
Marie 0. Canepa 
Peter C. Cook 
David G. Frey 
Judith C. Frey 
Barbara A. Gordon 
George H. Gordon 
Marcia Haas 
Thomas J. Haas 
Edward J. Hanenburg 
need to replace the library that 
.was built in Allendale to serve a 
couple thousand students with 
a new kind of library for the 
information age. It will serve our 
24,000 students looking for tools 
they'll need to build their own 
futures and contribute to the 
overall economy of the region." 
The Learning and 
Information Commons 
proposed for the Allendale 
Campus will cost $70 million, 
with $30 million coming from 
private funds and the remaining 
$40 million being sought 
from state appropriations. 
Co-chair and successful 
business entrepreneur Dan 
De Vos said this facility will 
benefit Grand Valley students, 
the region and the state. 
"This entire community 
will benefit from the kind 
ofleading-edge learning 
center that will create new 
experiences for Grand Valley 
students," he said. "I know 
the kind of forward thinking 
and environments needed to 
attract top talent to the area." 
Pamella De Vos, also a 
successful entrepreneur, shares 
the passion for the health of 
the area. "This comprehensive 
campaign at Grand Valley 
Nancy D. Hanenburg 
Ralph W. Hauenstein 
David M. Hecht 
Joyce F. Hecht 
J.C. Huizenga 
Mary Ann Keeler 
Bernedine J. Keller 
John C. Kennedy III 
Nancy Greening Kennedy 
Arend D. Lubbers 
Nancy J. Lubbers 
Hendrik Meijer 
Liesel Meijer 
Jack H. Miller 
Elizabeth C. Murray 
Mark A. Murray 
Sandi Nicholson 
addresses many of the items 
that act like magnets for bright 
young people who are the 
future of our state," she said. 
"Grand Valley is at a pivotal 
point in its history," said Jim 
Brooks, co-chair and business 
and philanthropic leader. 
"Research is clear that the 
most prosperous regions in 
this country have 
that 100 percent of the board 
has given to the project. The 
board hopes to reach the $50 
million goal by Grand Valley's 
50th anniversary in 2010. 
vibrant and thriving 
universities. Grand 
Valley is ours and 
we must support its 
efforts to educate 
our future leaders." 
Longtime Board 
of Trustee member 
Donna Brooks knows 
the inner workings 
of Grand Valley quite 
well. "Grand Valley 
is one of the state's 
econotnic engines," 
she said. "This is a 
regional asset that 
must be unleashed. We 
are working on this 
campaign because we 
believe in Grand Valley 
and the opportunities 
it provides for all of 
us. We want to help 
shape the future." 
Donna Brooks noted 
Esther R. Padnos 
Seymour K. Padnos 
Stuart B. Padnos 
JeanBarkin 
Robert C. Pew II 
Patricia R. Renucci 
Peter P. Renucci 
Edward I. Schalon 
Marcella J. Schalon 
Joan Secchia 
Peter F. Secchia 
L. William Seidman 
Sally Seidman 
Carol Van Andel 
David L. Van Andel 
Joyce S. Wisner 
Thomas A. Wisner 
Campaign Goals 
Capital (in millions) 
Learning and 
Information Commons ................... .. ... $30 
Movement Sciences & Indoor 
Recreation Building .............................. $2 
John C. Kennedy 
Hall of Engineering .............................. $5 
Total ......................... ................................. $37 
Endowment (in millions) 
Scholarships ............. .............................. $2 
Faculty Chairs and 
Academic Support ................................ $3 
Hauenstein Center for 
Presidential Studies .............................. $3 
Dorothy A. Johnson Center 
for Philanthropy and 
Nonprofit Leadership .......................... $5 
Tota/ ...................... .. ................... .... ........... $13 
Total $50 million 
Board of Trustees 
Lucille S. Taylor, chair 
Daniel J. Aronoff 
Donna K. Brooks 
Dorothy A. Johnson 
Noreen K. Myers 
Shelley E. Padnos 
Michael D. Thomas 
Kate Pew Wolters 
L. William Seidman, honorary 
Campaign Committee 
Co-Chairs 
Donna K. Brooks 
James W.F. Brooks 
Daniel G. De Vos 
Pamella G. De Vos 
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The Learning and Information Commons 
at Allendale 
Students at Grand Valley 
grew up in a world saturated 
with online resources and 
digital communications. 
What- they need now is 
the skill to manage the 
deluge of information. 
Grand Valley will answer 
today's complex information 
demands with an equally 
sophisticated response. 
The new Learning and 
Information Commons at 
Allendale will cluster 
online, print and human 
resources together in one 
space - configured expressly 
for student learning. 
• Students will be able to 
consult with experts on 
the discovery, use, 
analysis, and sharing of 
information from all 
sources and across 
disciplines. 
• Group project 
workspaces, presentation 
labs and consultation 
stations will facilitate 
development of the kinds 
of communication 
and teamwork skills 
demanded by professors 
and employers. 
• Serene retreat areas 
will nurture quiet study 
and reflection. Here, 
students will have the 
option to browse stacks, 
delve deeply into books, 
and do the hard work that 
fosters success in the 
classroom and 
encourages a lifetime of 
independent learning. 
Zumberge Library was 
built in 1967 for a projected 
student body of 5,000. 
Today's students outnumber 
that projection by a factor of 
five - and their hunger for 
space to study and complete 
assignments intensifies 
with each passing year. 
www.gvsu.edu/shapingourfuture 
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The Learning and Information Commons will equip students with up-to-
date learning resources and technology. 
(Below) It is slated to rest in the heart of the Allendale Campus. 
Movement Sciences and Indoor 
Recreation Building 
Every day, 700 Grand 
Valley students are at work 
preparing for coaching, 
rehabilitation, physical 
education, senior wellness, 
and other in-demand 
fitness-related professions. 
Other students maintain 
healthy lifestyles by 
participating in intramurals, 
training for intercollegiate 
athletics, and exercising. 
· Grand Valley's new 
multipurpose facility -
to be funded with help 
from can1paign donors 
- supports people of all 
ages as they stay active 
and healthy. The building 
will open in late August. 
Reasons to invest in Grand Valley 
Jeff Klomp, '04 
doctoral candidate, 
Van Andel Institute 
Jeff Klomp, '04, was born 
and raised in Grand Rapids. 
As he grew up, Grand Valley's 
national reputation gww as well. 
But he couldn't help wonder 
what might lie beyond his own 
backyard. So he performed a 
sort of one-person experiment: 
as a sophomore, he transferred 
from GVSU to another Michigan 
university. He soon realized 
he wasn't developing there as 
fast as he had at Grand Valley, 
and transferred back. Klomp 
immersed himself in hands-
on internships and research 
projects while completing 
a biology major, and today 
is earning a doctorate at 
the Van Andel Institute in 
Grand Rapids. He said: "To 
stay at the leading edge in 
Michelle Van Dyke 
President and CEO, 
Fifth Third Bank 
Western Michigan 
cell and molecular biology, 
I always knew I would need 
to go where top researchers 
are setting up advanced 
labs. That place is here." 
••• 
Today's global economy 
transcends the traditional 
financial capitals. Market forces 
are finding their way to any 
place creative, entrepreneurial, 
talented people call home - and 
that includes West Michigan. 
Michelle Van Dyke, 
longtime Grand Rapids resident, 
has noted dramatic, forward-
looking development in multiple 
intersecting industries: health 
care, bioscience engineering, 
alternative energy startups. 
The driving force, she 
J.C. Huizenga 
civic and business leader 
said, has been Grand Valley. 
"Serious scholars devoted to 
solving problems - that's the 
kind of human capital that 
fuels new business sectors. 
GVSU makes our community 
a magnet for investors and 
entrepreneurs," she said. 
••• 
J.C. Huizenga is a business 
and civic leader who regards 
GVSU as a source of exceptional 
employees for his engineering 
and charter school interests. 
But he also sees Grand Valley 
as something more: a testimony 
to foresight, trust, and 
commitment. He said: "Every 
new phase of development at 
GVSU has been intentional 
and has involved the wider 
DONOR impact 
Jeffery Weatherall, '78 
DELPHI Global Director, 
Total Cost Management 
GAS EMS 
community. We don't agonize. 
We organize. It's who we are." 
••• 
Jeffery Weatherall, '78, 
attended Grand Valley when 
the student population was 
about one-third the current size. 
Today he's a rising corporate 
leader and member of the 
Alumni Association Board of 
Directors. "My Grand Valley 
professors challenged me, but 
they never doubted me," he said. 
"I was free to focus on building 
proficiencies that matter: 
critical thinking, team-building 
skills, and the confidence 
to take calculated risks." 
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Grand Valley State University presents 
fall Aris Celebralion 
fnriching lhe Ar.ls anJ llumanUies in Wesl Michigan 
Bringing talent from across the globe to Grand Valley - by Mary lsca Pirkola 
As global influences grow in 
West Michigan, Grand Valley 
continues to expand the quality 
and stature of performances 
during the Fall Arts Celebration. 
Since its start in 2003, the FAC 
has featured the champions 
of arts and humanities for 
the benefit and enjoyment 
of the entire community. 
"The growing cultural 
influences found within 
our community are so often 
spearheaded by efforts at Grand 
Valley," said Fred Antczak, 
festival spokesperson and dean 
of the College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences. "Our Fall Arts 
Celebration not only reflects a 
full range of possibilities, but 
also helps us make sense of 
many places unfamiliar to us." 
Five premiere events draw 
from across the globe to 
expand horizons and celebrate 
differences and similarities. 
From early September through 
late October enjoy debut 
performances by new faculty 
Henry Duitman 
in the Department of Music, 
presentations by one of the 
world's leading Shakespeare 
scholars, two Pulitzer Prize-
winning poets, dance stars 
from across America and 
an art exhibition by t\vo 
renowned Korean ceramists. 
"The Fall Arts Celebration 
is a marvelous opportunity 
to lend voices and visuals 
to our expanding sphere of 
knowledge and experience," 
said Antczak. "It is an ambitious 
undertaking to raise the bar of 
excellence year after year." 
Music at Grand Valley 
The celebration begins on 
September 8 with performances 
by four new faculty members 
whose reputations promise 
to change the face of the 
Department of Music. Music 
at Grand Valley "Debut" will 
feature works from Saint-Saens, 
David, Prokofiev and Beethoven. 
''We are delighted to bring 
these distinguished faculty 
Mark Williams 
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members to Grand Valley to 
benefit not only our students, 
but also the community," 
said Danny Phipps, chair 
of the department. 
Internationally acclaimed 
piano soloist and chamber 
musician Mark Markham 
comes to Grand Valley 
following 10 years as a 
member of the keyboard 
faculty at the prestigious 
Peabody Conservatory of 
Music, and the last 12 years 
as pianist and collaborator 
with famed American 
soprano Jessye Norman. 
"We are very lucky to have 
him,'' said Phipps. "He has 
tremendous experience not only 
as a performer and accompanist, 
but also as a vocal coach. 
Markhanl's breadth of expertise 
with the great literature for 
solo piano is coupled with 
his active interest in jazz 
and contemporary music." 
Mark Williams has performed 
for every U.S. president since 
MingHuan Xu 
Ronald Reagan. As principal 
trombonist with the USAF 
Concert Band in Washington, 
D.C ., for 14 years, he performed 
in all 50 states and throughout 
Europe and Asia. In 2004 
Williams was selected as Band 
Career Field Manager at the 
Pentagon where he served with 
distinction for four years. In 
addition to his performance 
career, Williams was trombone 
instructor at Shenandoah 
University in Virginia, and has 
presented clinics and master 
classes throughout the U.S. 
MingHuan Xu, new assistant 
professor of violin, will enchant 
the audience with her solo 
performance of Introduction 
and Rondo Capriccioso in 
A minor, op 28, by Camille 
Saint-Saens (1863). "It's a very 
melodic piece that the audience 
will sing in their head for days 
after the concert," Phipps said. 
"But it belies the fact that it is a 
very difficult piece to perform." 
Xu made her recital debut 
Mark Markham 
Stephen Greenblatt 
in Beijing at age 6, won first 
prize at age 11 at the Beijing 
Young Artists Competition, 
and made her New York debut 
as a soloist with the New York 
Youth Symphony when she 
was 18. Her latest recital and 
chamber music performances 
have brought her to Carnegie-
Weill Recital Hall, Merkin 
Hall, Symphony Space, and 
the Smithsonian Institute. Xu 
has studied at the prestigious 
Curtis Institute of Music, at 
Northwestern University, and is 
completing her doctoral work 
at Stony Brook University. 
The concert will end with 
a performance of music from 
the finale of Beethoven's 
only opera, "Fidelio," which 
addresses rescue and freedom 
from tyranny and oppression. 
"It is just as relevant a 
theme today as when it was 
written," Phipps said. The 
performance will feature the 
University Arts Chorale and 
members of the Grand Valley's 
vocal faculty as soloists. 
On the podium for "Fidelio" 
will be nationally known 
pedagogue and conductor 
Henry Duitman, who will be 
making his debut as the new 
director of Grand Valley's 
Symphony Orchestra. Duitman 
spent 22 years as the director of 
the Northwest Iowa Symphony 
Orchestra, and 23 years on 
the facul ty at Dordt College 
in Sioux Center, Iowa, and 
has conducted festival and 
honors bands and orchestras in 
Florida, Iowa and Minnesota. 
Distinguished 
Academic Lecturer 
Stephen Greenblatt, one of 
the world's most influential 
Shakespeare scholars and 
cultural theorist, will give 
the Fall Arts Celebration 
lecture in conjunction with 
Grand Valley's 15th annual 
Shakespeare Festival. (See 
related story on page 18.) On 
September 24 Greenblatt 
will present, "Cultural 
Mobility: The Strange Case of 
Shakespeare's 'Cardenio."' 
Greenblatt is known as the 
found er of "new historicism," 
which views literature as 
cultural formations shaped 
by the social energies of the 
time, and is hailed as the most 
influential strand of criticism in 
the past 25 years. The professor 
of humanities at Harvard 
University previously taught 
at the University of California, 
Berkeley, for 28 years and has 
lectured around the world. 
Though among the academic 
elite, Greenblatt retains a sense 
of humor about his early years. 
Stories in the Harvard Gazette 
tell of his working at a summer 
camp playing guitar and singing 
with fellow counselor Art 
Garfunkel. When studying at 
Pembroke College, Cambridge, 
he performed with a group 
of students who went on to 
become the Monty Python's 
Flying Circus troupe. While a 
student at Yale he "chummed 
around" with Joseph Liberman, 
and once rushed around a 
corner and literally bumped into 
T. S. Eliot, knocking him down. 
Greenblatt's version of 
"Cardenio" is both a major 
academic accomplishment and 
a delightful diversion from 
his more serious work. It is 
inspired by a legendary play 
Shakespeare wrote that was 
performed at court in London 
twice in 1613, then disappeared 
without any trace of written 
text. Both versions hint at the 
"Cardenio" episodes in the 
fi rst volume of Don Quixote. 
Greenblatt 's collaboration 
with the distinguished 
playwright Charles Mee not 
only concocted a modern 
romantic comedy set in Italy, 
but in doing so also encourages 
others to adapt classic 
literature to a local culture. 
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Soonjung Hong and Eunmee Lee 
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Art Gallery Exhibit 
"Separation as ·fogetl1er: 
Soonjung Hong nd Eunmee 
Lee, Korean (.;e1 mnists" opens 
October 7 duri1,g a r ception 
with the artists 11 1 thE. VSU 
Art Gallery f1 o .. 1 5 7 p m 
When Grand aliey's 
Director of Gallen & and 
Collections Her,1 Matthews 
first met the artists, he found 
them to b instantly likable, 
very perso 1abie and fri endly 
beyond the expectat10ns of 
formality. Th two women live 
and work togethe1 in Heyri, 
a cultural art vi llage in the 
Paju provincE. of their native 
Korea that provides work 
spaces and housing for select 
writers, ru·tists, filmmakers, 
architects and musicians 
"In Korea, ceramics 1s the 
most prestigious ;;rt form, 
drawing from 5,000 years of 
tradition." Matthews said. 
"Both of these artists enjoy 
an exceptional reputation 
for excellence not oniy in 
Korea, but woridwicte " 
The exhibition will feature 
new work created by the two 
women artists while at Grand 
Valley. They will spend six 
weeks creating, informing and 
interacting with students, who 
will also produce work for the 
exhibition. The students will 
be able to observe as well as 
converse m1d collaborate with 
the established international 
artists as they process 
ideas from conception to 
completion. Matthews said 
the artists' visit will enhance 
the ceramics program, Art and 
Design Department, and the 
entire GVSU community. 
Hong and Lee both earned 
art degrees from Ehwa 
Woman's -University in Seoul, 
Korea, and studied at the 
Istituto Statale d'Arte per la 
Ceramica in Faenza, Italy. 
They have had numerous 
solo and group exhibitions in 
Korea, Europe and the U.S. 
Each artist takes her own 
approach, yet they both like 
to work in multiples and · 
also create installations, 
which are sometimes room-
size. They are renowned for 
their fine craftsmanship and 
blending of ancient techniques 
with new influences and 
innovative methods. The 
exhibition will remain open 
through October 31. 
Dance Stars Across 
America 
A variety of choreographers 
from across the country will 
each spend a week working 
with students in Grm1d Valley's 
dance program to create 
"Coast to Coast," a diverse and 
entertaining program ranging 
from classical to contemporary 
dance. Performances are 
October 24 and 25. 
Paul Muldoon 
Michael Phillips, a principal 
dancer from the Pascal Rioult 
Dance Company based in New 
York City, will return this 
year to set Pascal's rendition 
of "Bolero." A jazz and tap 
piece will be set by Becca 
Sweitzer, who has worked in 
Los Angeles with Christina 
Aguillera, Jennifer Lopez and 
Ricky Martin, and appeared 
in the film "Hairspray." Noted 
choreographer Thang Dao, a 
former member of the Steven 
Petrino Dance Company, 
and Grand Valley's Lisa 
Catrett-Belrose, assistant 
professor of dance, will 
also choreograph several 
dances for the performance, 
a popular FAC event that 
usually plays to a full house. 
"Participating student 
dancers need to go through 
an audition process and a 
vigorous rehearsal schedule to 
participate in this program," 
Catrett-Belrose said. "It is a 
wonderful opportunity for them 
to study and work with several 
professional choreogrnphers 
in a short period of time and 
gain tremendous exposure 
to a variety of talent and 
expertise. We also look forward 
to input from Shawn Bible, 
who joins the dance faculty 
at Grand Valley this fall." 
Poetry Night 
"An Evening of Poetry and 
Conversation with Natasha 
Trethewey and Paul Muldoon," 
Natasha Trethewey 
on October 19, will feature 
two P litzer Prize winning 
poet · onf' Mississippi·· 
born, t).1f' ther a 1w.tive of 
Northern Ir Jru, <l 1.·:_;,_ch will 
share th 1r v •orks and visions 
through the l~ns of history. 
"Both of th':!se - rnters are 
overwhPlm!ngly ::oncerned 
with th re . very Jr 
preser utio.rr of person's 
life or the p st," sai.d PRtricia 
Clark, Grand Valley's Poet-in-
Resid~nce and coordinator of 
this event. "They ~ach make use 
of memory, history <mr-1 language 
to understand, unrl erscore, 
mourn and also celebrRte." 
Trethewey is a di tinguished 
chair in poetry at Emory 
University. Her first collection 
of poetry, Domestic Work 
(2000), was selected as the 
winner of the inaugural Cave 
Canem Poetry Prize for the 
best first book by an African 
American poet, and won both 
the 2001 Mississippi Institute 
of Arts and Letters Book 
Prize and the 2001 Lillian 
Smith Award for Poetry. 
The title ofTrethewey's 
Native (; uard (winner of the 
2007 Pulitzer Prize in poetry) 
is named after one of the first 
black regiments marshaled into 
service during the Civil War. 
Her work ~xplores the complex 
memory of thP American 
South while <>.!so giving 
voice to univers?-1 themes of 
yearning and hope 
Born in County Armagh in 
Grand Valley State University presents 
J:1all Arls Celebral:ion 
h.r.l.chlng tlte Arl:s and llmna.n:l.Hes in Wesl ~lichlga.n 
Music at Grand Valley 
"Debut" 
September 8, 8 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center 
Allendale Campus 
Sponsored by a gift from Virginia Gearhart 
and the Gearhart Family 
Distinguished Academic Lecturer 
Stephen Greenblatt, Ph.D. 
"Cultural Mobility: The Strange Case of Shakespeare's 'Cardenio"' 
Presented in collaboration with the 15th annual Grand Valley 
Shakespeare Festival 
September 24, 7 p.m. 
L.V. Eberhard Center, second floor 
Robert C. Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
Art Gallery Exhibit 
"Separation as Together: Soonjung Hong and Eunmee Lee, 
Korean Ceramists at GVSU" 
Opening reception, October 7, 5-7 p.m. 
Exhibit open through October 31 
Art Gallery, Performing Arts Center 
Allenda le Campus 
Dance Stars Across America 
"Coast-to-Coast" 
October 24, 8 p.m .. and October 25, 2 p.m. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center 
Allendale Campus 
Poetry Night 
"An Evening of Poetry and Conversation w ith Natasha 
Trethewey and Paul Muldoon" 
October 29, 7 p.m. 
L.V. Eberhard Center, second floor 
Robert C. Pew Grand Rapids Campus 
Tickets are required for Dance Stars 
Across America, "Coast-to-Coast." 
All other events are complimentary. 
Media Sponsors: 
For event details visit www.gvsu.edu/fallarts or call (616) 331-2180. 
Northern Ireland, Muldoon 
is currently a distinguished 
professor of humanities at 
Princeton University and 
professor of poetry at the 
University of Oxford. In May, 
Muldoon was gi ven an honorary 
doctorate in Humane Letters 
by the American University 
of Paris and was inducted as 
a member of the American 
Academy of Arts and Letters. 
He was recently appointed 
poetry editor of The New Yorker. 
His work includes Moy Sand 
and Gravel (winner of the 2003 
Pulitzer Prize in poetry) and 
Horse Latitudes, (2006), his 
10th collection of poetry. Critics 
have called Muldoon the most 
significant English-language poet 
born since World War II, a master 
of the quantum leap of linguistic 
intelligence. They al o described 
him as wicked, stylish and fun. 
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Grand Valley's wheelchair tennis team includes, from left, Bryan Wilkinson, Jessica Sporte, Matt Clements and Alisha Middel. 
Wheelchair tennis gives players more 
than games, workouts -byBrianJ.Bowe 
Grand Valley's brand-new 
wheelchair tennis team is 
on the cutting edge of the 
sport - so much so that the 
university is home to the first 
collegiate wheelchair tennis 
team in the Midwest and only 
the second in the nation. 
In March, the team traveled 
to Tucson to compete in 
the Collegiate Wheelchair 
National Championships at 
the University of Arizona. 
Players Bryan Wilkinson, 
Scott Cole and Jessica Sporte 
faced off against the host team. 
And while the Lakers were 
swept by Arizona, the players 
seem just as concerned with 
building their sport as they 
are with racking up wins. 
"We're beginners, but 
we have a lot of fun," said 
Sporte, a 20-year-old junior 
from Jenison who finished 
second in the women's 
national championship. 
Coach Lynn Bender 
spearheads the team. She's 
a Grand Valley alumna who 
graduated from the therapeutic 
recreation program in 1992 
and played varsity tennis here. 
She began coaching tennis for 
the Grand Rapids Wheelchair 
Sports Association eight years 
ago. Her husband Curt is one 
of the top-ranked wheelchair 
tennis players in the region. 
When she realized that four of 
her players were Grand Valley 
students, she hatched the 
idea of starting a club team. 
"With a lot of research, we 
just started making phone 
calls and trying to open up the 
right doors," Bender said. 
In wheelchair tennis, players 
hit the court in special chairs 
that have wheels angled out 
20 degrees for faster turning, 
and extra wheels to evenly 
distribute the players' weight. 
The chairs are light - made 
of graphite or titanium - and 
pricey, running around $3,000. 
Each player buys a specific 
chair that relates to his or her 
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disability. The team's faculty 
advisor, Danny Balfour from 
the School of Public and 
Nonprofit Administration, 
has been learning how to 
play in a wheelchair so he 
can understand the sport. 
"Movement is by far the 
hardest thing," Balfour said . 
"There are two main principles 
in wheelchair tennis. First, 
there is no lateral movement 
- players move forward in 
loops. And the second thing is 
there is no early preparation. In 
able-bodied tennis, you're able 
to prepare for a shot before you 
get there. In wheelchair tennis, 
you have to keep pushing 
until the last second and then 
hit. It's very hard to learn." 
While wheelchair 
tennis is still a young sport 
at the collegiate level, 
Balfour is hopeful that it 
will continue to grow. 
"It's a great opportunity for 
Grand Valley and the players 
to do something valuable 
and to attract more athletes 
and more students to Grand 
Valley that we might not 
get otherwise," he said. 
One of those students is 
Matt Clements, a 25-year-
old sophomore majoring 
in occupational safety and 
health. Clements, from 
Walker, was attending Lake 
Michigan College before 
he was injured in an ATV 
accident three years ago. 
"The team is pretty much 
what got me to transfer to 
Grand Valley," he said. "I've 
been wanting to go back, and 
then they started the team and 
I thought, 'I might as well go 
back now. It's a good excuse."' 
Growing up, Clements 
only played tennis once - he 
considered it a "sissy sport." 
A few months after his 
accident he was introduced 
to the sport by Curt Bender. 
"I have not missed a 
practice since," he said. 
Clements said his teammates 
offer guidance, compassion and 
motivation. "It's a really good 
group of people to get together 
with," he said. "Everybody 
understands what you're going 
through because they've all 
been there. I have learned so 
much from them. Just having 
something like this available 
makes life so much easier." 
Teammate Alisha Middel 
agreed that the team has had 
a positive impact on her life. 
Middel, 27, is a senior nursing 
major from Grandville. She was 
athletic in high school, playing 
basketball, volleyball and 
softball. She suffered so many 
sports-related injuries that she 
lost her lower right leg during 
a 2004 surgery to reconstruct 
ligaments around her knee. 
"I was devastated, but you 
can't turn back and change 
things around," she said. "You 
need to learn how to move 
forward. The opportunities 
for me in wheelchair sports 
have been amazing." 
She added, "I've always been 
a competitive person, so getting 
back into that has raised my 
self-esteem and given me the 
confidence to do other things." 
Wheelchair athletics were 
likewise transformative 
for Sporte, who had one leg 
·amputated because of cancer 
when she was 4 months old. 
"Growing up, I didn't play 
many sports," Sporte said. "My 
brothers and sisters all played 
soccer. It's kind of hard to play 
soccer when you only have one 
leg, so I sat around and watched 
until about fourth grade." 
It was the summer after 
fourth grade when Sporte 
attended Grand Valley's 
annual summer wheelchair 
sports camp. She said that 
the week-long free day camp 
changed her life, introducing 
her to wheelchair sports 
like basketball, tennis and 
hockey. She was hooked. 
Sporte is a therapeutic 
recreation major at Grand 
Valley, and she's hoping her 
experiences as a wheelchair 
Wilkinson advanced to the semifinals in the national competition 
last season. 
athlete will help her in her 
career. "I realize the impact 
that therapeutic recreation has 
had on my life," she said. "It's 
just tremendous, everything 
from having goals to being 
able to realize that I have self-
worth, and that I can do stuff 
and I can have a social life just 
like everyone else. I think it 
would be really great to be able 
to give back to that community 
and teach other kids that they 
can do whatever they want to 
and nobody can stop them." 
Bryan Wilkinson, 26, 
has been playing for two 
years. Wilkinson is a senior 
advertising and public relations 
major from Cheboygan who 
suffered a dirt bike accident 
when he was 19. Before the 
accident, he was "pretty much a 
jock all around." When he came 
to Grand Valley, he became a 
member of the Organization for 
the Advancement of Students 
with Disabilities, serving as 
group president for two years. 
He was recruited by Bender, 
who saw Wilkinson on the 
front page of the Grand Rapids 
Press in a story about disabled 
weightlifters. "This is pretty 
much my foundation," he said. 
Wilkinson advanced 
to the semifinals in the 
national championship, 
where he was defeated by 
teammate Scott Cole. 
Wilkinson said all of the 
area resources for people 
with disabilities have helped 
him live a fuller life. 
"Being born and raised up 
north, there's not a lot that area 
has to offer, but coming down 
to Grand Valley and being 
in the greater Grand Rapids 
area just opened up so many 
doors for me," Wilkinson said. 
"Just coming down here to 
school is the reason why I'm 
on this team. Otherwise, I'd 
be back up north sitting there 
pushing a button on a remote 
watching TV or something." 
Bender said Grand Valley 
plans to host a tournament 
in winter 2009. With a 
missionary's zeal, she's 
also recruiting other 
colleges to start wheelchair 
tennis teams. 
That zeal is shared by her 
players. Talking about the 
upcoming season, Sporte 
laughed and said: "I would like 
to win a match. But besides 
that, I want to meet some more 
people and try to get some more 
colleges around the nation to 
start wheelchair tennis teams." 
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~ uced by Shakespeare 
For 15 years and counting, Michigan's largest and oldest Shakespeare festival continues 
tO entice new audiences - by Mary lsca Pirkola 
"I never thought I'd enjoy 
Shakespeare so much," is 
a frequent comment heard 
from audiences during Grand 
Valley's annual Shakespeare 
Festival, now celebrating its 
15th season. Each year Grand 
Valley attracts thousands of 
patrons to a variety of activities 
during Michigan's oldest and 
largest Shakespeare festival. 
Though many people find the 
language of the Bard daunting, 
Grand Valley's modern yet 
timeless productions have 
captured the interest and 
attention of audiences of all ages 
on campus, across the region, 
and even in Jamaica and China. 
The first performance in fall 
1993 consisted of Renaissance 
music and Shakespeare's 
sonnets. They were performed 
in the brand-new Shakespeare 
Garden outside Lake Superior 
Hall - a project that blossomed 
from ideas generated by 
students in Rosalind Mayberry's 
Liberal Studies class. 
"It all started with a class 
discussion of the many 
references to plants and flowers 
found in 'A Midsummer Night's 
Dream,'" said former professor 
Mayberry. "A couple of sh1dents 
who were avid gardeners really 
got involved in the planning 
and planting, as did many 
faculty members and staff from 
various departments. Some 
of them even donated plants 
from their own gardens." 
Alongside the Robin 
Goodfellow (Puck) fountain and 
bust of the Bard (both designed 
by Professor Richard Paschke, 
then teaching in the psychology 
department) are an assortment 
of flowers, shrubs and 
trees mentioned in 
Shakespeare's plays 
and sonnets, and 
once included a rose 
arbor with benches 
created by Donald 
Hall, who taught 
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physics. Then-president Arend 
D. Lubbers, now president 
emeritus, challenged the School 
of Communications to build on 
that first performance and create 
a campus-wide celebration 
centering on Shakespeare. 
"In the early 1990s, 
Shakespeare festivals were 
beginning to appear on college 
campuses around the country,'' 
said Professor Emeritus Laura 
Gardner Salazar, who taught in 
the School of Communications 
from 1967-2000, and directed 
Shal(espeare productions for 
the festival's first five years. 
"We all agTeed that it would 
be a marvelous opportunity 
for our students, so we formed 
a committee with Roger 
Ellis as festival director." 
The following year an 
audience of about 150 people 
was seated on the stage of 
Louis Armstrong Theatre 
for an intimate and unusual 
production of"A Midsummer 
Night's Dream." Music and 
dance steps varied from the 
formal ballroom style of royalty, 
to fairies prancing to punk rock 
file photos Poster from 'A Midsummer Night's 
Dream,' 1994. The Renaissance Fa ire has long been a family favorite. 
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in a forest of neon lights and the 
rude mechanical characters line 
dancing in cowboy boots to the 
beat of country-western music. 
"We chose a dance theme, 
since that was quite popular at 
the time,'' said Gardner Salazar. 
"Using diverse styles of dance 
for each of the disparate groups 
of characters, we explored 
the theme of how they each 
need to get along with those 
from outside their world." 
Some of the actors performed 
on raised platforms shaped 
like Starship Enterprise. "We 
didn't have much of a set that 
first year and depended heavily 
on the spectacle of costumes, 
pools of colored lighting and 
lots of music, some performed 
live by a small orchestra," said 
Jill Hamilton, who worked on 
costumes and helped her husband 
Tom with set and lighting 
design. She continues today as 
costume designer for all of Grand 
Valley's stage productions. 
Shakespeare drew from various 
time periods and settings for his 
plays and so does Grand Valley. 
More recent productions have set 
Brian Quakenbush and Heather 
Hartnett in the 2002 performance 
of 'The Merchant of Venice.' 
"Cymbeline" in Kansas during 
the Civil War and borrowed 
the colorful and musical early 
jazz era in New Orleans for 
the comic battle of the sexes 
in "Love's Labour's Lost." 
As the festival evolved, 
it tried out such events as 
student competitions, bawdy 
shows by an improv company, 
a film festival, a Renaissance 
Masked Ball sponsored by the 
Honors Students, a Boarshead 
Feast, a brunch with the stars, 
and the Renaissance Faire. 
Mayberry recalls that she and 
then-Library Director Lee 
Lebbin once organized an 
exhibit in Zumberge Library 
of Renaissance collectibles on 
loan from faculty members 
and others. "It was just 
one of the many ways we 
drew in people from other 
departments;' she said. 
Ellis, who served as festival 
director for the first six years, 
directed three productions 
and performed in three others, 
is among the many faculty 
members who were part of the 
original planning committee. 
"Most of the founding members 
are still here and remain very 
active in the festival, because it 
is so very rewarding," he said. "It 
is most gratifying to see that 15 
years later, many of the original 
festival events have stood the 
test of time and are still vital." 
Visiting scholars, 
outreach and 
international exposure 
From the beginning · 
renowned Shakespearean 
acting professionals have been 
brought in to teach students 
the discipline of the craft and 
work on the language and the 
rhythm of their lines. Each year 
has also brought a Shakespeare 
Scholar-in-Residence who 
spends time with students 
and gives a public lecture. 
This year, Stephen Greenblatt 
from Harvard University will 
lecture on September 24, 
in conjunction with Grand 
Kelsey Rohrer and Ky le Westmaas 
performed in the 2006 production 
of 'Love's Labour's Lost.' 
Valley's Fall Arts Celebration. 
(See story on page 12.) 
By the festival's second year 
educational outreach efforts 
included bringing students from 
area middle and high schools 
by bus to attend weekday 
performances. Another program, 
Bard to Go, takes a touring 
production to Michigan schools 
for middle and high school 
students who might not have a 
chance to attend a production 
at Grand Valley. Karen Libman 
was one of the BTG founders. 
She produced the first year's 
BTG show and has subsequently 
directed two of the seven tours. 
Sending BTG to schools is 
a major undertaking and an 
exciting way for the program 
to grow. The company is 
comprised of a student stage 
manager and six GVSU student 
actors who perform scenes from 
some of Shakespeare's most 
famous works in a SO-minute 
collage with a common theme. 
Through its first six years BTG 
has performed for more than 
7,000 students in Michigan. 
Libman also implemented 
the first international tour. 
The BTG Company traveled 
to Kingston, Jamaica, in May 
2005, as a guest of Edna Manley 
College, and played to more 
than 900 students and other 
audience members throughout 
ARTS 
f ile photos 
In 2000, 'Comedy of Errors' was the Shakespeare Festival mainstage 
production. 
Jamaica. In May, Libman led 
an artistic and educational trip 
to Shanghai, China, to present 
several BTG performances as 
part of a collaboration with a 
Grand Valley partner institution, 
East China Normal University. 
"A Midsummer 
Night's Dream" -
Bollywood style 
In celebration of its 15th year, 
Grand Valley's Shakespeare 
Festival will repeat the play 
selected for the very first 
production in Louis Armstrong 
Theatre, though in a quite 
different style. The fall 2008 
production of "A Midsummer 
Night's Dream," directed by 
Libman, will be a Bollywood 
style fantasy-laden romp 
characterized by bright colors, 
music, and high theatrics. 
"It is important to realize 
that the Shakespeare Festival is 
very interdisciplinary and not 
just about Shakespeare's plays," 
she said. "It is a celebration of 
the Renaissance period and 
everyone can participate." 
Jo Miller, associate professor 
of English, has served in many 
roles during the festival's 15 
years, including dramaturg, 
producer and scriptwriter 
for the first few BTG shows. 
"This is truly a most gratifying 
enterprise; interdisciplinary, 
creative, and rigorously 
professional, the Shakespeare 
Festival seems to me like the 
perfect expression of what 
university life at Grand Valley 
is supposed to be." 
For a complete list of Grand 
Valley's Shakespeare Festival 
events and details about 
the student competition, 
scholarships and production 
assistantships, contact Festival 
Director James Bell in the 
School of Communications 
at (616) 331-3668, or visit 
www.gvsu.edu/shakes. 
2008 
Shakespeare Festival 
Fall Arts Celebration Lecture 
Scholar-in-Residence 
Stephen Greenblatt: 
September 24 
A Midsummer Night's 
Dream: 
September 26-30 & 
October 1-5 
Bard to Go: 
Public performance 
November 1 with Student 
Competit ion Awards 
Ceremony 
Renaissance Faire 
October 11-12 
www.gvsu.edu/shakes 
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When classes begin this 
fall, Thursdays will likely feel 
a little strange for senior 
Frank Foster. When the 
Student Senate convenes 
for its weekly meeting, 
he won't be there. Foster 
served as Student Senate 
president for two terms, 
ending in Apri l. He is only 
the third two-term president 
in Grand Valley's history. 
Foster is a Petoskey native 
who came to Grand Valley 
in 2004. He is majoring in 
finance in Seidman College 
of Business and expects to 
graduate in December. He has 
worked as an intern in Grand 
Rapids for Mayor George 
Heartwell and in Washington 
for U.S. Rep. Peter Hoekstra. 
He hopes to go into real estate 
development in West Michigan 
after he graduates. 
Foster sat with Grand Valley 
Magazine's Brian J. Bowe to talk 
about his accomplishments 
and his hopes for Grand 
Valley's future. 
GRAND VALLEY MAGAZINE: What's 
it going to be like for you to 
start school this fall and not be 
a member of Student Senate 
after four years of service? 
FRANK FOSTER: It'll be a little 
bit different, that's for sure. 
But I'll have other things to 
concentrate on - graduation, 
hopefully another internship, 
applying for grad school. 
Other than that, I'd like to have 
a little bit more fun than I have 
had for the last couple years. 
GYM: Between Student 
Senate and other 
organizations, you've been 
very active on campus. 
How has your involvement 
impacted your academics? 
FOSTER: It definitely had an 
impact. I had my Student 
Senate obligations, and I'm 
in a social fraternity and a 
business fraternity. Like a lot 
of students on campus, there 
are always strains on my time. 
That's really the key - every 
student has obligations, but 
it's what you make time for. 
photo by Andrew Terzes 
My grades haven't suffered . 
I like to think I might do better 
without all of the other things, 
but I probably wouldn't. I've 
got about a 3.4 GPA right 
now, and I'd like to stay above 
that. I took a reduced course 
load for the last two years 
during the fall and winter 
semesters. I came back in the 
spring and summer trying to 
make some of that up, and I'll 
be doing that again this fall. 
I'm going to have a full load 
for the first time in awhile. 
GYM: What percentage 
of students vote in the 
Student Senate elections? 
FOSTER: Two years ago, 
there was 2 percent 
participation, and last 
year it was 3.5 percent. 
This year we jumped up to 
between 8 and 9 percent. 
Increasing that percentage 
has been our goal over the 
last two years, because we 
feel that it's a reflection of 
our past performance, the 
previous nine months. 
Those numbers are 
important to us. Talking to 
some of our peers around 
the state , maybe 8 percent to 
maximum 15 percent is pretty 
typical on co llege campuses. 
GYM: Why don't more 
students vote? 
FOSTER: We tend not to 
think on the margin when it 
comes to a lot of things -
finances, politics, those sorts 
of things. We have opinions, 
but perhaps don't think one 
more vote will matter. Thinking 
on the margins is somethin g 
we've really tried to impress 
upon fellow students. 
We've st ream lined the 
process probably as much 
as it can be. You just have 
to have a stake in it. We find 
that people who are more 
invo lved on campus vote. We 
are a university of 23,000 
students, and about 7,000 
or 8,000 are involved on 
campus through Student 
Life, and they tend to be a 
bigger population of voters. 
GYM: How does 
Student Senate actua ll y 
affect students? 
FOSTER: I think it can affect 
students in different ways. 
We have about 25 university 
committees - anything 
from parking to curricu lum 
- that we sit on. So their 
voice is represented in those 
meetings by us. We run 
the Battle of the Valleys on 
beha lf of the student body. 
The last two yea rs I've 
rea lly been trying to foc us 
on facilitating meetings. We 
started the Student Diversity 
Network two years ago in 
response to Proposa l 2 . That 
was something where we 
knew we had a lot of confus ion 
and anger on campus with a 
lot of student groups. I think 
it's the Student Senate's 
ro le to facilitate meetings 
where we don't contro l the 
agenda, but we give groups 
an avenue to communicate 
with each other. We've 
done that w ith susta inabi lity 
and with our A lumni 
Association, things like that. 
The way we're trying to 
affect people is not always 
to be the go-between for the 
budget, which is probably 
how most students know 
us. We contro l about $1. 2 
million each year, and we' re 
happy to do that. We think 
it's a privi lege to dole that 
out. But that's not all we do. 
GYM: Do you think students 
understand the impact 
Student Senate has? 
FOSTER: 1 doubt they do 
understand. If you wa lk 
into the bathroom and you 
have a urinal wa ll divider, 
it 's because Student Senate 
wrote a resolution to a 
facilities comm ittee . You've 
got little things li ke that 
to big things like includ ing 
the names of graduates' 
majors on dip lomas. 
GYM: What was your 
management sty le as 
Student Senate president? 
FOSTER: Each year I tried to 
make three goa ls - someth ing 
that people cou ld get behind, 
and those are the th ings I 
pursued . I think my strategy 
in management is not to 
micromanage, so I help people 
when they ask for help, but 
I also want them to take 
some kind of ownersh ip on 
each one of the ir projects. 
GYM: What are some 
of your proudest 
accomplishments from your 
two years as president? 
FOSTER: For me, it wou ld 
have to be raising more 
than $50,000 over the last 
two years fo r ch ildren's 
charities and increas ing the 
Presidents' Ba ll numbers 
to almost a quarter of our 
student population. 
Maybe my proudest 
accompli shment is the Student 
Legacy Scho larsh ip. It's unique 
- we think that it's the first 
scho larsh ip in the state that is 
fully funded by students. It's 
allowing students to reinvest 
in themselves and their 
future. I like to say if I have 
enjoyed my experience here, 
then I know it's beneficial for 
someone behind me to have 
the same experi ence because 
these are ou r shared futures. 
We want students to 
reinvest in the university 
that they had such a good 
exper ience at. It doesn't 
matter so much the do llar, or 
five dollars, that seniors g ive 
to this fund when they ex it -
it's that they know why they 
gave that do llar. In the future 
we hope that carr ies on . 
GYM: What drew you 
to Student Senate? 
FOSTER: Ironica ll y, it was 
some negative press Student 
Senate was getting in the 
Lanthorn. I read the front page, 
and it was blasting Student 
Senate about someth ing, 
and I thought 'This must be 
important.' I also thought it 
could improve my speaking 
ski ll s and critical think ing, 
and also it wou ld be a way 
for me to give back. I knew I 
had to do someth ing, because 
sports had occupied my 
time in high schoo l and I left 
that when I came to co ll ege. 
I knew it wa s going to push 
me out of my comfort zone 
and allow me to grow a b it. 
GYM: You seem to have a 
lot of concern for others 
and a commitment to 
commun ity building. Where 
does that come from? 
FOSTER: I come from a sma ll 
town, and my fami ly has 
always been involved in loca l 
po liti cs. My father and his 
father were bu ilders. With a 
sma ll commun ity grows that 
sense of a strong community. 
I think you can adapt that 
to whatever environment 
you're in. And when you 
come to co llege and you see 
how many different kinds of 
people there are, it becomes 
even more important to bu ild 
that sense of community. 
GYM: You're an intern for 
Congressman Hoekstra th is 
summer - what are your 
thoughts about that? 
FOSTER: I keep tel ling people 
that I'm not interested so 
much in po li tics, but I really do 
like the energy in Washington . 
I th in k it's a good summer 
to be there with the election 
happening, and the f inanc ial 
crises and the war, of course. 
Helping me deve lop those 
national pol iti ca l opinions is 
why I want to be out there. 
As far as serving coffee and 
running errands and things 
like that, that's fine too. 
fROM CARS TO FOOD TO LOVE 
REGIONAL DIFFERENCES CREATE 
GOOD LAUGHS AMONG STUDENTS 
- by Dottie Barnes 
I T'S I ike a whole new world. Somewhere west of Lansing it happens. 
A different way a life begins. The differences between the 
Detroit and Grand Rapids areas are well known to most. The east 
is considered more liberal , progressive and Democratic, while the 
west is considered more conservative, religious and Republican. 
For students at Grand Valley, the "east-west thing " sparks fun 
conversations and a varie t y of perceptions. Grand Valley has about 
23,000 students; more than 5,100, or 22 percent, are from the 
Detroit, Ann Arbor and Flint metro areas. When east siders and west 
siders meet, students often share their perceptions about traffic, 
food, religion, boyfriends, music and beaches, to name a few. 
CONEY ISLAND BABY 
There are certain cu linary differences 
between east and wes t. Perhaps 
nothing underscores the d iv ide more 
than the Coney Island conundrum. 
When arri v ing in West Michiga n, a 
query from east siders was, "Where's 
the Co ney Island?" The response is 
o ften, "What's a Coney Island?" 
For outstaters w ho need 
explanation, a Coney Island is a type 
of Greek restaurant popu lar around 
greater Motown. It's named for its 
popular chili dog, but also home 
to loose hamb urgers, gyros and 
Vern or 's ginger ale - a repast as 
cheap and delicious as it is unhea lthy. 
Brian Demers, a sen ior from Grosse 
Pointe Woods, said, " I was bummed 
there wasn't a Coney Island in West 
Michigan, or a Buddy's Pizza ." 
Nico le Gauche, a senior 
from Clarkston, sa id: "Someone 
should open up a Coney Island. 
They wou ld make a k illing." 
Crysta l Moss, a senior from Detro it, 
said: "There are about six Coney 
Islands w ithin fi ve minutes of my 
house in Detro it. The Coney Island 
that recent ly opened near ca mpus is 
good, but not quite the same. I was 
expecting to find a W hite Castle, too. " 
BABY, I NEED YOUR LOVIN' 
Jessica Molenkamp, a senior 
from Grandville said, " / think 
People here tend to ma rry their 
first boyfriend or someone local." 
Moss said, "I've noticed that 
People from the west side 
tend to marry younger. " 
WHOLLY HOLY 
Religion was the most common 
difference cited by students. 
Gauche said: "When my 
friends heard I was going to 
Grand Valley, they told me I was 
moving to the Bible Belt. My 
friends from the west side of the 
state have more of a foundation 
in religion. They go to church 
because they want to, not 
because they feel obligated." 
Jenny Whalen , a sophomore 
from Clinton Township, said: 
"Everyone owns or carries a 
Bible here. Back home, the 
Bible is on a shelf or a table. Or, 
you 're not sure where it is." 
Jennifer Beukema, a 
sophomore from Zeeland, said: 
"One of the first things I ask a 
new friend is, 'What church do you 
go to? ' It's a common question if 
you're from around here. I was also 
surprised to learn that some of my 
friends from the east side of the 
FREEWAY OF LOVE 
state had never heard of the 
Christian Reformed Church. 
It 's funny listening to them try 
to pronounce Dutch names." 
Elizabeth Scerbak, a junior from Ypsilanti, said: " Back 
home, most people wi ll speed through a ye ll ow light; not 
here. Drivers are more relaxed here. They take their time." 
Steve Bartz, a sophomore from Northville, sa id : 
"People drive faster on the east side of the state. 
We're also more apt to lay on the horn." 
Heather DeWitt, a sophomore from Al lenda le, sa id: 
"People from the east side of the state seem to have a 
better sense of d irection. They also use highway names 
and exits to refer to where they live. It's kind of we ird." 
Joe Leija, a junior from Mount Clemens, said: "We 
handle Michigan turnarounds differently. On the east 
side, we stay in the sa me lane through the turn. Drivers 
on the west side turn wherever they want." 
Moss sa id, " The first difference I noticed was 
the lack of street lights and sidewa lks." 
EBONY AND IVORY 
Kaley Novose lich, a junior from Muskegon, said, "East 
siders underestimate t he lack of diversity in West Michigan. 
Grand Va lley is becoming more d iverse, b ut I t hink students 
from the east side expect to see more of a melting pot." 
Scerbak sa id: "I assumed the area would be more dive rse 
because of the size of West Michiga n. I think people fro m 
the east side are more comfortab le wi th diversity." 
KICK OUT THE JAMS, ETC. 
Katie Beamish, a sophomore from Holland , 
said, " I find that students from the east side 
are more apt to listen to country music." 
<. . 
Gauche sa id, "People from West Michigan say 
'Meijers' and people fro m the.east side say 'Me ijer."' 
Demers sa id: "The beach is like a way of life 
here. Going to the beach is a big dea l on the 
east side. It takes a whol e day of p lanning." 
Jess ica Doptis, a junior from Macomb, sa id: "There's 
more cement back home. It's g reener in West Michiga n." 
Moss sa id: " It takes awhile to get to c ivi lization 
on the west side. There are a lot of stores 
w ithin wa lking distance in Detroit." 
Editor's Note: A lumni, what do you remember? 
Sha re your memories with us at gvmagazine:·acgvsu.edu. 
ess - by Brian J. Bowe 
Sma ll changes yi eld big results 1n 
Campus Dining's susta inab ility quest 
It 's an iconic scene in cinematic history. In 
1978's Animal House, John 
Belushi stro lled through 
a co llege cafete ria line, 
load ing hi s tray with an 
obscene mountain of food 
to great comed ic effect. 
At Grand Va lley's Fresh Food 
Company in the Commons, 
students li kewise graze from 
st atio n to station, picking 
out w hatever str ikes their 
mealtime fancy. But they 
would have a hard time 
recreating Belushi 's scene, 
because for the last year, 
those students haven't been 
ab le to use a tray to schlep 
food back to their tables. 
The abolition of trays in 
Fresh Food Company is one of 
a se ries of efforts undertaken 
by Campus Dining as part 
of a comprehens ive 
commitment to 
sustainability - a 
commitment 
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to be not on ly 
environmenta ll y 
responsible, but 
economica ll y 
and soc iall y 
sound.as 
well. Other 
init iatives 
inc lude 
buy ing food 
from local 
produce rs and sw itch ing 
to fair-trade, recyc led and 
biodegradable products. 
Since going trayles s last 
August , Campus Dining 
experienced a reduct ion in 
food waste of around 960 
pounds of food per week. 
With an average of 3,500 
meals per day, that works 
out to about six ounces of 
food waste per person per 
day - or 28 pounds of food 
waste per customer annual ly. 
But the benefits have 
gone beyond cutt ing down 
food waste. On a weekly 
basis, the change has saved 
1,040 ga llons of water, 15 
pounds of detergent and 
15 gal lons of sanit izer. 
The switch to tray less dining 
in the Fresh Food Company 
was a b ig deal, sa id Deb 
Rambad t , marketing manager 
for Ca mpus Dining . The 
students to first experi ence 
it were the Laker football 
p laye 1·s, who came back 
before the semester started . 
"When the football 
pl ayers ca me back with their 
ginormous appetites, they 
weren't too pleased. A nd 
w ith in the f irst t wo weeks 
of the academic yea r, th e 
return ing students and fac ulty 
weren't too happy about it, 
either," Rambadt sa id. "We 
got some e-mai ls; we got a 
little pushback. But when 
we expla ined why we were 
doing it, the acceptance leve l 
wa s very high, and peopl e 
very quickly adapted." 
Student Omar Gonza les, 19, 
was among those who were 
taken aback by the change. 
"At first I w as quite 
surprised," sa id Gonza lez, 
a jun ior internat ional 
relations and Spanish major 
from Grand Rapid s. " I was 
expecting the trays because 
I had grown accustomed to 
them. I was confused and 
pretty disappointed." 
But then Gonza lez read 
th e signs that exp lained why 
the trays were gone. "Then 
I understood," he sa id . " I 
saw the po int." He said he 
apprec iates Campus Dining 's 
sustainability initiat ives. 
" I think it's good , because 
I do see a lot of o ur students 
throwing things away from fast 
food p laces," he sa id. "We' re 
trying to get thi s message 
aro und, and that's a g reat 
way to go about d o ing that." 
Not o nly did people like 
Gonza les adapt, but th e 
Fresh Food Company's 
overa ll customer satisfactio n 
numbers went up. According 
to a Campus Dining survey, 
Fresh Food Company ra ted a 
5.80 on a 7 point satisfaction 
sca le in Fall 2007 - up from 
5.57 the year before, when 
trays were st ill in use. 
Among the program's fans 
were visiting dietitians from 
Campus Wellness. "They were 
thril led, because people were 
not taking as much food, they 
were being more conscious 
of their decisions and taking 
sma ller portions," Rambadt 
said. "There's a certain amount 
of peer pressure that you 
don't want to be the one to 
go up and get seconds." 
The idea to go trayless was 
the brainchild of Fresh Food 
employee Amarys Milnikel. 
"She's really the one who 
wanted to implement it, and 
quite honestly the rest of us 
thought it was a little risky. 
But she just kept it in the 
forefront and kept pushing 
it forward," Rambadt sa id. 
Milnikel was sing led out 
for praise by the president 
of the higher ed ucat ion 
division of ARAMARK, 
Campus Dining's parent 
company, during a conference 
ca ll of 400 colleges and 
universities. "That within our 
company was a tremendous 
note of recognition for 
us," Rambadt sa id. 
Rambadt sa id Campus 
Dining understands that 
it needs to play a large 
part in Grand Valley's 
sustainab ility mission. 
"I think part of it is 
recognizing how many meals 
we're serving a day and what 
the waste has been - not just 
packaging, but chemical use 
for cleaning dishes and food 
waste," she said . "I think it 
started on a personal level, but 
we've come to realize that the 
university has a much more 
enthusiastic and aggress ive 
stance on sustainabi lity, and 
that's something that's been 
cultivated in the last couple 
of years. Because 
we are such a large 
department, we have 
great responsibility in 
helping the univers ity 
meet its vision in terms 
of sustainabi lity." 
That sense of responsibility 
is shared by Food Service 
Director Tyson Dubay, who is 
the point person for Campus 
Dining's sustainabi lity efforts. 
" It really has become a 
significant part of my job," said 
Dubay. "I have this recurring 
thought in the back of my 
head that everyth ing needs to 
tie back to sustainab ility. It 's 
ingrained in my head now." 
In add ition to going trayless 
in Fresh Food Company, 
Campus Dining has moved 
to plates and utensils from 
renewable sources and 
toward buying local, organic 
and fair-trade products 
as much as poss ible. 
"What it comes down to is 
" I want to stay ahead of the curve 
as much as possible. I don't want 
the curve to catch up with us ... " 
Tyson Dubay 
Food Service Director () 
common-sense stuff," Dubay 
sa id . " I'm the k ind of guy 
who likes to try new things, 
and to get out there and be 
innovative. Th is prov ides a 
great avenue to break down 
wa lls, break through barriers ." 
One of the b ig changes 
has been t he switch to sta rch 
p lates throughout Grand 
Va lley's d ining spots. The 
p lates are compostab le and 
made from renewab le sources. 
"That was a huge impact, 
because you're ta lking large 
qua nt it ies," Dubay said, add ing 
that he worked with supp lier 
Sysco to carry starch p lates. 
Dubay sa id some peop le 
were opposed to the new 
plates at fi rst - part ly because 
t hey bub bl e and warp w hen 
they come in contact with 
dense foods t hat reta in heat. 
" Peop le d idn't know what 
they were, and they t hought 
they were harmfu l to the 
environment and that they 
wou ld release tox ins when 
they melt," he said, add ing 
that opposit ion nearly 
evaporated once signs were 
posted expla ini ng what the 
new plates were made of. 
A nother part of the 
susta inab ility program is 
a commitment to buying 
local, organic and fair-trade 
products. Dubay said about 20 
percent of Grand Va lley's food 
is purchased locally, inc lud ing 
from markets li ke Motman's 
nea r t he A ll enda le Camp us. 
" It's not just about produce," 
Dubay said, noting that 
mi lk, cheese and eggs are 
all purchased fro m loca l 
sources year-round. 
Last year, Dubay had a 
couple of interns who also 
worked with the student group 
Students for Fa ir Trade. 
Severa l years ago, that 
group was protesting 
o ne of Campus Dining's 
restaurants over farm 
worker rights. Now, 
they' re he lp ing resea rch 
sources for fair-trade 
coffee and sugar for Grand 
Va lley's catering operations. 
Dubay said working w ith 
those students has he lped 
keep him in the loop w ith 
the important iss ues. 
"I want to stay ahead of the 
curve as much as possible. 1 
don 't want the curve to catch 
up with us - that 's w here we 
get into troub le," he sa id. 
Tom Minor, genera l 
manager of Campu s Dining, 
said he's been p leased with 
the response from diners. 
" It 's us doing the right 
thing, but we want to make 
sure that whatever we're 
doing is ap prec iated by 
our custo mers," he said. 
Norman Christopher, 
d irector of Grand Va lley's 
univers ity-wide Susta inabil ity 
Initiat ive, sa id Campus 
Dining is one of the areas 
at Grand Va lley that has 
made the g reatest strides 
towa rd sust ainabi li ty. 
"The key to w hy t hey do 
th is so we ll is leadersh ip," 
Christopher said. "They 're 
innovative, and they're not 
fo llowers. You cou ld have 
somebody over there say, ' I 
rea ll y believe in this, but show 
me another institution that 
does it.' But I don't see 
that. They 're wi ll ing to 
try stuff, wh ich is huge. 
"What t hey're bu ild ing 
is a transformational 
change. They've taught 
us the behav io r we 
ought to be doing." 
Rambadt said 
she's look ing forward 
to doing more. 
" I'm rea ll y impressed 
w ith the efforts that 
we've made. I have 
the opportunity to v isit 
many other campuses, and 
we are at a much higher 
susta inabili ty rate than 70 
percent of the campuses 
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I've been to, and probab ly 
another 20 percent of them 
we're neck-and-neck with. 
" I'm very proud of w here 
we are, but there 's always 
more we can do," she added . 
"We're having to be more and 
more creative to understand 
w hat we can do, because 
we've done the o bvious 
things. We've switched our 
packag ing to renewab le 
resource products. We've 
got our student managers in 
hemp un iform sh irts. We've 
switched some of the th ings 
that we' re doing behind t he 
serv ice wa ll s - we've done 
th ings with our purchasing." 
One of t he next steps, 
Rambadt said, wou ld be 
to further reduce waste by 
embracing composting . 
"We have ideas, and 
they're pretty grand. But 
we don't know if we have 
the infrastructure here on 
campus yet to hand le those 
kinds of projects," she said. 
" I th ink t he exc iting thing 
is that we're all learning 
together, and we 're trying 
to understand where we 
can go fro m this point." 
Innovative class 
empowers students 
to make a difference 
Grand Valley inspires Harvard to 
offer similar class - by Michele Coffill 
With butterflies in her stomach, international 
relations major Sarah Pott sat 
before the hotline phone, ready 
for her shift on the crisis line 
and ready to field calls from 
women in abusive situations. 
When the phone rang, 
Pott, an intern at the Center 
for Women in Transition in 
Holland, answered and was 
able to offer the caller support 
and advice on area resources. 
"I was stepping out of my 
comfort zone, but I found out 
that I did have the answers," 
she said. "It was a good 
challenge for me, personally." 
The learning didn't stop 
there. For Pott and others in 
her Women's Community 
Collaborative class, it continued 
in the classroom. wee is a 
unique course designed by 
Women and Gender Studies 
faculty and Women's Center 
staff to integrate and apply 
theories to the practices of 
community activism. Students 
serve internships at area 
agencies that are women-
centered while learning the 
theories behind feminist 
activism and nonprofit 
organization in the classroom. 
Five years ago, Women's 
Center Director Marlene 
Kowalski-Braun broached 
the idea for such a course to 
Kathleen Underwood, director 
ofWGS, and Julia Mason, 
assistant professor ofWGS. 
They wholeheartedly agreed 
and less than a year later it 
was offered to students. It also 
received enthusiastic backing 
from Wendy Wenner, dean of 
the College of Interdisciplinary 
Studies, and Bart Merkle, 
dean of students. "It's tying 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Intern Elizabeth Bishop, left, and 
her supervisor Denise Miller stand 
outs ide the YWCA building on 
Sheldon Street, home to the Grand 
Rapids Opportunities for Women 
offices. Bishop enrolled in the 
Women's Community Collaborative 
class, which requires students to 
serve internships. 
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what we do in Student Affairs 
to the university's mission 
of teaching and learning," 
Kowalski-Braun said. "We 
view our facu lty partnerships 
as critical. The class is the 
best of a liberal education: 
exposing students to diverse 
points of view and having 
them apply what they learn." 
Jo Ann Wassenaar, assistant 
director of the Women's 
Center, oversees internship 
placement; Mason teaches the 
course. "From the inception, 
we wanted this to be different 
from a traditional, stand-alone 
internship," Mason said. "The 
class is a balance between the 
course and the internship. 
There aren't many models 
out there that blend the two 
together in a meaningful way." 
In fact, Susan Marine, director 
of the Harvard College Women's 
Center, called organizers of the 
WCC pioneers. Harvard will 
pilot a community collaborative 
class based on the Grand Valley 
model next spring. Marine 
attended a wee presentation 
during a 2006 national 
women's studies conference 
and said she was impressed 
with how Mason, Underwood, 
Wassenaar and Kowalski-
Braun described the course. 
"I was very intrigued and 
at that same time Harvard 
was opening its collective 
mind to courses that 
incorporate activity-based 
learning. Until that time, we 
had never had anything like 
this before;' Marine said. 
Like Grand Valley's Women's 
Center, Marine said Harvard's 
center has a similar mission to 
support students. It's why such 
a course is a logical fit. "This 
community collaborative is the 
most important kind of thing 
a women's center can do -
getting into the community and 
making a difference;' Marine 
said. "It's the driving ethos of 
what we should be doing." 
Grand Valley organizers said 
they envision WCC students 
as serving a twofold purpose: 
making positive impacts now 
during their internships and 
setting the foundation for an 
altruistic future. "From the start, 
we wanted students from many 
disciplines to experience what 
it's like to work at a nonprofit," 
Wassenaar said. "Even if the 
student doesn't end up working 
for a nonprofit, at least they 
have the experience and could 
someday get involved - whether 
it's giving their time or money." 
Students have to apply 
before enrolling in the class; 
the application includes an 
essay detailing past volunteer 
experience. Wassenaar then uses 
the application as a base to place 
students at internship sites. 
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The sites are familiar partners 
for the Women's Center: 
Women's Resource Center, 
Grand Rapids Opportunities 
for Women, Girl Scouts of 
Michigan Trails, Center for 
Women in Transition, Child 
and Family Resource Council, 
Nokomis Foundation, Safe 
Haven Ministries, Grand 
Valley's Children's Enrichment 
Center, and YWCA-West 
Central Michigan. 
Like her colleagues, Lucy 
Joswick, progTan1 di rector 
for Girl Scouts, was eager to 
participate and supervise an 
intern. "It makes sense for us 
to work with the Women's 
Collaborative," Joswick said. 
"The students are provided 
information about the nonprofit 
world, and through the class 
they become familiar with 
women's issues." Girls Scouts 
has hosted a WCC intern each 
of the four years the class has 
been offered. During the winter 
semester Rachel Ahee served 
as a peer mentor, advising and 
meeting older Girl Scouts who 
lead self-esteem workshops for 
troops. She had the freedom 
to develop new workshops 
centered on the environment, 
one of her passions. 
Joswick said: "Rachel is a 
big environmentalist and she's 
brought new topics to peer 
meetings. And it makes sense, 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Sarah Pott, left, worked with Anna 
DeHaan at the Center for Women 
In Transition in Holland. Pott said 
the Internship was challenging and 
rewarding. 
teaching healthy relationship 
classes that center on yourself, 
each other and the world." 
Ahee tailored workshops to 
her audience, which range from 
Daisy Scouts (kindergarten) to 
Cadettes (seventh-ninth grades). 
She recalled a fun after-school 
troop meeting in Grand Rapids, 
teaching girls to sew sequins and 
other sparkly doodads on jeans. 
"We called it 'Sew-Glam; a way 
to decorate jeans and not have 
to buy new ones," Ahee said. 
As a young girl, Ahee was 
a Girl Scout through the 
Brownie years. Following her 
internship, her involvement 
with Scouts continued. In April, 
Ahee accepted a position as 
curriculum director, giving her 
job security through college. 
"This is all about girl 
power and empowering girls. 
There's no way I couldn't get 
hooked to that," she said. 
Social work major Elizabeth 
Bishop found herself in familiar 
surroundings during her 
internship at Grand Rapids 
Opportunities for Women, 
which for the past 10 years 
has provided training and 
support for women who want 
to start or expand their own 
businesses. As a high school 
student, Bishop ran the Internet 
side of her parents' scrapbook 
supply company. "I took care of 
product orders and customer 
"This is all about girl power and empowering girls. 
There's no way I couldn't get hooked to that." 
- Rachel Ahee 
service; sometimes I ran into 
the same diffic ulties as a 
business owner," she said. 
Her duties at GROW 
included prepping rooms for 
presentations, maintaining the 
client database and helping 
with networking lunches. 
GROW is housed in the YWCA 
building on Sheldon Street SE. 
Like her supervisor, project 
director Denise Miller, Bishop 
got the most satisfaction from 
talking with GROW clients 
about their business plans, 
regardless of their success. 
"Even the people who failed 
feel good about the fact that 
they tried it," Miller said. 
GROW has a staff of seven 
and at times Bishop was asked 
to coll ate reports or help at 
fundraising events. "The class 
and books we read gave me a 
more complex understanding of 
what a nonprofit is, especially 
when you're working within 
a small staff," Bishop said. 
GROW staff members have 
hosted wee interns each time 
the class has been offered. 
"Being a nonprofit, we're 
sometimes short on resources 
and this allows us to extend 
our capabilities," Miller said. 
In addition to attending class 
and serving internship hours, 
wee students designed and 
implemented a collaborative 
class project. The winter 
semester class raised money 
to buy bus passes for women 
who don't have access to 
a car or can't afford public 
transportation. Like true tech-
savvy students, the class first 
established a Facebook grnup 
to announce dates they would 
staff tables around campus to 
collect money. Their efforts 
were successful: fundraising 
coupled with grants from the 
Nokomis Foundation and the 
College of Interdisciplinary 
Studies netted $1,960 worth 
of bus passes to divide among 
women who receive services at 
Safe Haven Ministries, YWCA, 
and Degage Ministries. 
At Safe Haven Ministries, the 
passes arrived at a "providential 
time," according to Susan 
Halteman, development 
director. Staff members had 
given away their last pass the 
day before wee students 
arrived with 400 one-ride 
passes and 15 multiple-
ride passes. "The passes 
are extremely beneficial to 
women who are trying to get 
to our office for their initial 
safety planning meeting; 
sometimes their husbands 
can be controlling of the car," 
Halteman said. "For women at 
the shelter, passes help get them 
around the city to agencies." 
She marveled at the 
enthusiasm and passion 
students possessed when talking 
about their project during a 
celebration breakfast for the 
WCC in April. "These students 
took the initiative to not only 
raise the funds to buy passes, 
but in doing so, they also raised 
awareness that the need is 
out there," Halteman said. 
Previous class projects had 
been theoretical only; the bus 
pass project was the first to be 
implemented. wee leaders 
said it could serve future 
classes as a case study of how 
to successfully meet course 
objectives. "We talk in class," 
Mason said, "about activism 
and how we can be conscious, 
feminist activists - that at 
the same time we're serving 
a community's immediate 
needs and setting long-term 
goals for social change." 
RESEARCH news 
Study: Smokers, non-smokers enjoy -byBrianJ. Bowe 
smoke-free restaurants 
T he future of smoking in Michigan workplaces -
including restaurants and bars 
- remains up in the air. The 
Michigan Senate has passed a 
prohibition in all workplaces, 
but the version passed by the 
House added exemptions 
for Detroit's casinos, union 
halls and cigar bars. 
Some businesses complain 
that a ban would drive smokers 
away, but researchers at Grand 
Valley have found that both 
smokers and non-smokers 
responded better to non-
smoking bars and restaurants. 
Grand Valley marketing 
professors Frederic Kraft and 
Suzeanne Benet conducted a 
study on the reactions of both 
smokers and non-smokers 
to establishments that allow 
smoking and those that are 
smoke-free. According to their 
not-yet-published results, 
non-smoking restaurants and 
bars are considered more 
desirable across the board. 
"For years, service businesses 
have dreaded going smoke-
free in the fear of losing 
smokers' business," Kraft said. 
"According to our research, 
those losses won't happen 
since smokers didn't respond 
negatively to the lack of smoke. 
In contrast, it is the non-
smokers who will take their 
. business elsewhere if smoking 
is not effectively regulated, 
if not banned altogether." 
Kraft's co-author Benet 
agreed, noting that according 
to their research, "It appears 
that the voiced displeasure 
of a relatively small number 
of smokers has been unduly 
amplified by representatives 
of the tobacco industry. 
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Professors Frederic Kraft and Suzeanne Benet studied attitudes about 
smoking in restaurants and bars in Michigan. 
This study indicates that 
smoking restrictions make 
a greater difference to non-
smokers than to smokers, 
and the impact of smoking on 
non-smokers should be the 
primary concern of hospitality 
industry decision makers." 
Banning ocean vessels on Great Lakes could create more jobs - by Brian J . Bowe 
A look at ocean shipping on 
the Great Lakes found that a 
ban on so-called "salties" from 
the lakes would help fight 
the introduction of invasive 
species while at the same 
time creating a net gain in 
transportation-sector jobs. 
The findings were part of 
an April report by Professor 
John Taylor from Seidman 
College of Business' Marketing 
Department. The report -
which served as an update of 
a 2005 study - showed that 
stopping ocean shipping on 
the Great Lakes would incur 
a $55 million cost increase by 
the use of alternative modes 
of transportation. The report 
marked a turning point in the 
public debate on how to combat 
invasions to the Great Lakes, 
suggesting the use of alternative 
modes of transportation. 
Ocean-vessel transportation is 
the main way aquatic invasive 
species, like the zebra mussel, 
have entered the Great Lakes. 
"Our ongoing work has 
been focused on studying the 
impacts of transportation 
scenarios that could both 
facilitate trade and address 
current problems on the Great 
Lakes. Such scenarios for 
moving freight have previously 
been under-analyzed," 
Taylor said . "Our recent 
report examines and refutes 
assertions that transhipment 
would destroy jobs, increase 
air pollution and clog roads 
and rail lines. We hope this 
research provides an objective 
basis for public discourse and 
additional investigations." 
Research found that if 
ocean vessels were no longer 
permitted to travel on the 
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Great Lakes, more than 1,300 
domestic jobs would be created 
to move international cargo 
by rail, lake vessels or truck. 
Many of these jobs would stay 
in the Great Lakes region for 
workers on lake vessels, barges, 
trains and trucks. Some jobs 
would relocate to Canadian 
ports on the St. Lawrence 
River, and some to the East 
Coast and Gulf of Mexico. 
Taylor added, "While we are 
not suggesting ocean ships be 
stopped to create domestic jobs, 
industry assertions that an end 
to ocean shipping would cost 
jobs are just plain wrong." 
Shipping interests have 
stated that transhipment 
and the use of truck and rail 
to move the cargo currently 
transported on ocean vessels 
would have a significant 
impact on air quality. Air 
photo by Amanda Pitts 
Research led by John Taylor 
showed that a ban on ocean 
shipping on the Great Lakes cou ld 
result in more transportation jobs. 
emissions were compared 
across all three modes. 
ALUMNI news 
Allen will receive first Young Alumni Award 
A caustic and electronic music composer and 
performer J. Anthony (Jason) 
Allen, '01, will receive the 
inaugural Young Alumni 
Award on September 27, 
during Family Weekend, at 
a luncheon at the Alumni 
House and Visitor Center. 
The new award was initiated 
to recog11ize recent graduates 
who make outstanding 
contributions to society, and 
whose accomplishments and 
careers reflect favorably upon 
Grand Valley. Allen has held 
teaching appointments at 
the Peabody Conservatory, 
University of Minnesota School 
of Music and its Department 
of English, Minnesota School 
of Business, and in the 
Netherlands, where he recently 
worked as a visiting faculty 
member at the University of 
Amsterdam. He has worked 
with many forms of interactive 
media including audio, video, 
installation and dance. 
He will join Grand Valley's 
New Music Ensemble as 
they rehearse a composition 
commissioned by the GVSU 
Alumni Association, with 
photo courtesy of J. Anthony (Jason) Allen. '07 
J. Anthony (Jason) Allen, '01, will receive the first Young Alumni Award, recognizing his accomplishments as an 
acoustic and electronic music composer and performer. 
assistance from the American 
Composers Forum, and 
prepare for the ensemble's fall 
concert on November 16. 
Since earning a bachelor's 
degree in music from Grand 
Valley in 2001, Allen has earned 
four additional degrees. He 
grnduated from the Peabody 
Conservatory of Music (at 
Johns Hopkins University) 
with double master's degrees 
in composition and computer 
music. He recently finished 
his doctoral dissertation at 
the University of Minnesota 
while earning an art 
minor along the way. 
Allen also will be recog11ized 
during the September 27 
Laker football game against 
Michigan Tech. 
New Young Alumni Council formed 
Grand Valley's newest 
leadership group, the Young 
Alumni Council, held its 
first meeting on May 14. The 
council plans to meet three 
times per year to help support 
the sig11ificant population 
of Grand Valley alumni who 
are age 35 or younger. 
Council members plan 
to establish programs and 
communications that are 
designed for young alumni, 
helping with their life 
transitions, career issues, 
needs and perspectives. The 
council will help develop 
future leaders and volunteers, 
preparing them for active 
roles within Grand Valley 
and their lives, professions, 
and societies. The council 
will also help celebrate and 
recognize the accomplishments 
of young alumni. 
Anyone interested in joining the 
council or helping with programs 
and events for yow1g alumni 
can contact Mindy Earley at 
earleymi@gvsu.edu 
or 800-558-0541. 
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Members of the Young Alumni Counci l are pictured . The leadersh ip 
group will p lan events and programs for alumni members who are 35 
or younger. 
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ALUMNI news 
i---.--Family artists have deep Grand Valley art roots 
A family of alumni artists reflected on nearly four 
decades of helping root Grand 
Valley's art department at 
the May 22 Art on the Ravine 
event, which showcased work 
of alumni and student artists. 
Martin, '73, Schaub, his 
wife Shelley, '74, and their 
daughters Jennifer, '02 and '07, 
and Rebecca, '06, all earned art 
degrees and have been mainstays 
in the Grand Valley Art and 
Design Department for the past 
36 years. Jennifer served on 
the volunteer committee that 
helped coordinate the event. 
After graduating from 
Northwestern Michigan College, 
Mar ty discovered Grand Valley 
literally by accident - he saw 
the college's sign as he was 
driving home from a tour at 
another university. He met art 
professor Don Kerr (retired 
from GVSU in 1999), showed 
him his work and discussed the 
development of the art program 
at Grand Valley. "Don and I 
talked about the philosophy of 
the progran1 and I was intrigued 
by its growing and prospering 
nature:' he said. "It was a small 
community where the artists 
really fed off of one another. I 
felt like it was a place where I 
could really make an impact." 
Shelley was Marty's high 
school sweetheart and 
followed him to Grand Valley 
the fo llowing year. "I took 
my first art class as a senior 
in high school:' she said. "I 
knew I wanted to teach but 
I also wanted to pursue my 
enthusiasm for art. Grand Valley 
really al lowed me to blossom. 
It was a good choice for me." 
While at Grand Valley, Marty 
and Shelley helped establish 
many of the current art 
program's foundations. Marty 
served on the committee that 
hired Bev Seeley, past chair 
of art and design, and Shelley 
served as Seeley's first studio 
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The Schaub family is pictured; from left, Rebecca, '06, Jennifer, '02 and '07, Shelley, '74, and Martin, '73. 
assistant. The pair helped hire 
the department's first sculptor, 
who piqued Marty's interest 
in pottery. The Schaubs also 
expanded their beliefs in the role 
that art could play in community 
outreach and development, 
as Marty got involved in the 
Living Arts Academy, a pilot 
progTan1 for helping at-risk 
youth in Grand Rapids. 
After graduation, Marty and 
Shelley married, began their 
careers as elementary school 
teachers and started a family. 
Jennifer came to Grand Valley 
on an art scholarship in the 
late 1990s, as the Calder Art 
Center was opening. "It's why 
I wanted to serve on the Art on 
the Ravine committee," she said. 
Not only was the anniversary of 
the art building timely, but she is 
firmly committed to furthering 
the tradition of financial 
support for art students. 
"I'm extremely grateful for 
the assistance I received and 
I wanted to do something 
to give back," she said. 
She earned a bachelor's 
degree in fine arts in 2002, 
then embarked on a gallery 
project with three classmates. "I 
thought I could do the starving 
artist thing," she said. "I quickly 
found that I needed to do 
something more meaningful." 
She worked through Americorps 
to develop and expand local 
arts markets in Grand Rapids, 
then returned to Grand Valley to 
earn a master's degree in public 
administration. Jennifer now 
works at the Dwelling Place, 
an organization that creates 
quality affordable housing, 
provides essential support 
services and serves as a catalyst 
for neighborhood revitalization. 
She oversees the Avenue for the 
Arts program, which offers low-
cost studio lofts for local artists 
and operates the art market. 
Rebecca also earned an art 
scholarship to attend Grand 
Valley. "I had made a lot of 
friends and saw how good 
the art department was while 
visiting Jen," she said. She 
earned a teaching certification in 
art and is the Artworks program 
coordinator for the Urban 
Institute for Contemporary 
Art in Grand Rapids. Artworks 
is an innovative job training 
program for youth 14-21 
that focuses on teaching 
critical work skills, fostering 
creativity, and promoting 
community partnerships. 
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Alumni artists help raise money for 
art scholarships 
photo by Dianne Carroll-Burdick 
Sal ly Dev ries, '73, displays the alumni artwork she purchased during 
t he si lent auct ion on May 22 at t he Calder Art Center. 
More than 120 guests 
attended Art on the Ravine, 
he ld May 22 to ce lebrate 
the 10 th annive rsary o f the 
Ca lder Art Center. Guests 
browsed art exh ibits created 
exclusive ly by Grand Val ley 
alumni and students and 
Habitat for Humanity 
heard from President 
Emeritus Arend D. Lubbers, 
who was cruc ial to initiating 
Grand Va lley 's commitment 
to the arts . A silent auction 
of 63 donated p ieces of art 
raised $3,900 for GVSU art 
scho larsh ips. 
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Representatives from Farm Bureau Insurance joined alumni vo lunteers 
on May 9 to kick off t he second GVSU Alumni Habitat Bu ild in Grand 
Rapids. Sponsor compa nies Delphi Corporat ion and Farm Bureau 
Insurance helped make the bu ild possi ble; it took p lace over four days 
in May and June. 
ALUMNI news 
W elcome to the 
Alumni Association, 
class of 2008 
T he Grand Valley Alumni Association congratulates 
the class of 2008! We wish 
you luck as you embark on 
a bright future as a Grand 
Valley graduate. You now 
join more than 68,000 
proud and successful GVSU 
alumni worldwide. 
The Alumni Association 
provides a lifetime of 
continuing support, and 
can help you maintain the 
friendships, interests and 
associations that you made 
as a student. We will serve 
as your link to the university, 
bringing you many exciting 
events, programs, benefits 
and communications. 
For more information or to 
request your membership card, 
visit www.gvsu.edu/alumni. 
photo by Amanda Pitts 
A 2008 graduate celebrates during A pri l's commencement ceremony. 
Visit www.gvsu .edu/a lumni to learn more about the benefit s of joining 
t he A lumni A ssociation. 
' W b ( I d Get detai ls on all 
'. e a en ar upcoming alumni events 
; Upcoming Events and reg ister on line! . 
1 www.gvsu.edu/alumni . 
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ALUMNI briefs 
Chapters, Clubs and Events 
CAREERS 
1980s 
PATRICIA A. (LEE) TRADER, B.M.E., 
1986, received a master's 
degree in music education 
from Boston University. 
REBECCA A. EWING, B.A., 1981, 
B.S., 1987, manages natural 
resources, recreation and 
housing portfolios as a 
progrnm officer for Rotary 
Charities of Traverse City. 
DIANE N. REED, B.S.N., 1987, 
co-authored a book, Three 
1,Vomen One Dream: Narratives 
of Perseverance. She earned a 
doctoral degree in organization 
and management and currently 
owns a private consulting 
practice that focuses on 
professio nal athletes and life 
after sports. 
MICHAEL D. STORNANT, B.B.A., 1988, 
was promoted to corporate 
controller at Wolverine World 
Wide Inc. 
DEBORAH A. STRAIN, B.A., 1988, was 
promoted to shareholder at 
Giarmarco, Mullins and Horton 
PC. She focuses on workers' 
compensation defense litigation, 
family law and general law. 
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Relay for Life 
Alumni Association board 
members Jill Baillargeon, '75, 
and Tim Outhier, '73, get into 
the Louie Luau theme as chairs 
of the Alumni Association team 
at Grand Valley's annual Relay 
for Life. Held April 11-12 in the 
Fieldhouse Arena, the 12-hour 
walk-a-thon is a fundraiser for 
the American Cancer Society. 
The alumni team raised more 
money than any other 
organization and claimed two 
members in the top five overall 
individual fundraisers. 
2 Football 'Mixx' 
The Laker football coaching 
staff and Athletic Director 
Tim Selgo headed east to 
meet with football alumni on 
April 24 at Novi's Mixx Lounge. 
Guests got the inside scoop 
on new talent and the 
upcoming season, and heard 
from (left to right) Football 
Alumni Association President 
Todd Tracey, '91, Alumni Board 
member David Harris, '85, and 
Tom Reuter, '95. 
3 Traverse City reception 
At left, Vicki Kamps, '93 and '01, 
and Lani Bathje, '05, joined 
more than 35 alumni and 
friends at the Grand Traverse 
Resort and Spa on April 30. 
Guests at the reception 
received updates on Grand 
1990s 
TODD A. HOLLEMAN, B.B.A., 1990, a 
principal in the law firm of 
Miller Canfield in Detroit, wrote 
an article, "Settlement of Cases 
on Appeal," published in the 
Appellate Practice Journal . 
MICHAEL C. WILSON, B.S., 1990, 
was honored as Novi 
Police Officer of the Year 
for his service as school 
resources officer for the Novi 
Community School District. 
JENNIFER A. HABERLING, B.A., 1994, 
was selected by the Michigan 
Board of Education as the 
Valley from President Thomas 
J. Haas and had opportunities 
to win university merchandise. 
4 Volunteer Celebration 
photo by Dianne Carroll-Burdick 
Kate Powers, '05, left, and 
Teresa McDougall, '02, 
gathered at the Alumni House 
on April 29 for the first Alumni 
Volunteer Celebration, held 
during National Volunteer 
Week. Nearly 75 alumni 
volunteers who helped with 
programs in 2007-08 
attended; their efforts were 
applauded by President 
Thomas J . Haas and Alumni 
Director Chris Barbee, '88. 
Guests enjoyed gourmet 
culinary stations, drinks, and a 
video showcasing their efforts 
at more than 50 events, which 
were staffed by more than 
500 alumni. 
Phoenix Zoo 
photo courtesy of Phoenix 
Club leaders Carrie, '98, and 
Peter, '96, Finley 
Grand Valley's Phoenix Alumni 
Club members and their 
families and friends visited the 
Phoenix Zoo on May 10. The 
group met for a networking 
breakfast, and then zoo staff 
led them on an interactive 
animal encounter. 
2008-09 Michigan Teacher of 
the Year. She teaches seventh 
gTade English at Baldwin Street 
Middle School in Hudsonville. 
HOLLY M. (ECKERT) KIRSTEN, B.A., 1994, 
is head of youth services at the 
Chesterfield Township Library 
in Chesterfield. 
LESLIE R. KROEZE, M.S.W., 1995, 
helped establish and continues 
to operate Well of GRACE 
Ministries, a nonprofit 
residential treatment home 
for physically, emotionally and 
spiritually wounded young 
women in St. Joseph. 
GREG V. BANGMA, B.B.A., 1996, 
M.B.A., 2000, established Tactical 
Portfolio Advisors LLC, an 
investment advisory firm, after 
spending 10 years working in 
banking and financial services. 
NORMAN E. HUPP, B.S., 1996, is 
a highway patrol officer for 
the Arizona Department 
of Public Safety. 
MARK E. PIERSON, B.B.A., 1996, 
is national sales manager 
for Chicago Metallic, a 
manufacturer of commercial 
bakeware. He had spent 12 years 
with Oliver Products Company. 
MY UYEN TRAN, M.S.W., 1997, received 
the 2008 Daisy P. Franks 
Award fro m the Girl Scouts 
of Michigan Trails for serving 
as a positive role model in her 
community. She is a licensed 
clinical social worker and has 
worked fo r Bethany Christian 
Services for 10 years. 
RICHARD M. ROSSOW, B.A., 1998, is 
vice president of international 
government affa irs for 
New York Life Insurance 
Company in Washington, 
D.C. He coordinates the firm's 
government relations strategy 
for overseas investments. 
GREGORY L. CHANDLER, M.B.A., 1999, 
was hired as publicist for 
the Michigan Intercollegiate 
Athletic Association. He has 
been a Grand Rapids Press 
correspondent since 1998. 
LINDA J. RAWLS, M.ED., 1999, 
received a law degree from 
Thomas M. Cooley Law School 
in Lansing. 
2000s 
ERIN F. (CHMURYNSKI) RATHER, B.S., 
2001, published a children's 
book, W hen A untie A ngie Left 
for Iraq and Remi Came to Stay. 
She works for M.J. Electric LLC 
in Iron Mountain. 
JOSHUA P. LE NG, B.B.A., 2002, was 
promoted to program director 
of News Talk 790 KNST-AM in 
Tucson, Ari zona. He has been 
with the station for seven years. 
LAURI A. PARKS, M.P.A., 2002, was 
appointed city clerk of Grand 
Rapids. She had been an 
administrator in the city's Equal 
Opportunity Department for the 
past five years. 
~ENNIFER C. MEJUER, B.S., 2003, is the 
marketing and public relations 
manager for A-Cute Derm Inc., 
in Stafford, Texas. 
MICHAEL A. HOFFMAN, B.S., 
2004, graduated from The 
University of Michigan School 
of Dentistry and is a resident 
with the Army in an advanced 
training program for dentists 
in Fort Sill, Oklahoma. 
JOSEPH ADAM, B.S., 2005, is 
the offensive coordinator 
and quarterbacks coach for 
Elmhurst College in Illinois. 
RICHARD M. BOLHUIS, B.S., 2005, 
was named coach of the year 
by the National Collegiate 
Wrestling Association. He 
recently led GVSU, a club team, 
to its third consecutive NCWA 
national title. 
RUSSELL F. CRONBERG, B.S., 2005, 
is director of operations for 
the Francis Marion Hotel in 
Charleston, South Caroli na. He 
had worked for Wild Dunes 
Resort. 
RYAN M. POST, B.S., 2005, is finance 
director of Gates Automotive 
Group and Ethos Group. 
SHARESE N. SHANNON, B.S., 2005, 
is a residence hall di rector at 
Northern Arizona University. 
ALLISON N. BOYCE, B.S., 2006, teaches 
health at Holt High School. 
TIMOTHY J. SCHAAF, B.B.A., 2006, 
B.S., 2006, is a fixed income 
derivatives analyst for 
Barclays Global Investors in 
San Francisco, California. 
He had worked for 
Count1ywide Financial. 
GAYLE M. DOPKE, B.S., 2007, is 
a child and fa mily worker 
for Orchards Children's 
Services in Southfield. 
ROSALINDA LUNA, B.A., 2007, is 
public relations coordinator for 
M/ C/ C Technology Advertising 
Agency and Technology in 
Dallas, Texas. 
IAN S. MACNIDER, BJ.A., 2007, joined 
Apple Inc. as a grnphic designer 
for retail space and lead 
designer on iTunes gift cards. 
KRISTINE E. MAY, B.B.A., 2007, is a 
staff accountant for Bartech 
Group in Livonia. 
SCOTT T. SCHOENEBERGER, B.A., 
2007, is a project coordinator 
for Blue Water Group/ Visual 
Productions Inc. in Southfield. 
MARRIAGES 
1990s 
PATRICK W. FRANZOI, B.S., 1991, and 
Dana Kryszak on April 19, 2008. 
STACY L. MCCARRON, B.S., 1995, 
B.S.N., 1997, M.S.N., 2000, and 
Jeffrey DeLongchamp 
on March 14, 2008. 
RYAN C. HALE, B.S., 1997, and Dawn 
McCarthy on May 24, 2008. 
CRAIG A. MEYER, B.S., 1999, and 
Laura Evans on May 31, 2008. 
JENNIFER SEGEDY, B.S., 1999, 
and Brian McQuade 
on July 16, 2005. 
2000s 
AMY J. STERRETT, B.S., 2000, and 
Benji Philpott on April 26, 2008. 
HOLLY L. LEE, B.S., 2003, M.P.A.S., 
2006, and Nathan D. Knowles on 
October 6, 2007. 
SARAH C. SOCIA, B.A., 2004, and 
JAMES GALLAGHER, B.S., 2004, on 
May 27, 2007. 
BLAKE S. ADKINS, B.S.E., 2005, 
and Saral1 Pollard on 
December 15, 2007. 
DAVID R. KESTN ER, B.B.A., 2005, 
M.S.A., 2006, and ERIN E. TIBBS, B.S., 
2006, on May 17, 2008. 
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ALICIA S. TAYLOR, B.S., 2005, 
and Brandon Reed on 
September 15, 2007. 
ALLISON N. BOYC E, B.S., 2006, and 
TYLER B. FERRIS, B.S., 2006, on 
July 28, 2007. 
SARA J. ROSE, B.A., 2007, and Josh 
Vruggink on May 9, 2008. 
BIRTHS 
1990s 
STACY L. (SVENKESEN) KAWA, B.S., 
1991 , and her husband Tony 
announce a son, Rowan Atwood, 
born October 12, 2007. Rowan 
is welcomed by brother Broder. 
The family resides in Oakland . 
STEPHANIE A. (BUSH) FOR EST, B.S., 
1994, and her husband Gregory 
announce a son, Wayne 
Woodrow, born March 26, 2008. 
Wayne is welcomed by siblings 
Austin and Hannal1. The family 
resides in Mount Pleasant. 
LEN A. VAN POPERING, B.B.A., 1994, 
and his wife Cristy announce a 
son, Spencer, born May 5, 2008. 
Spencer is welcomed by brother 
Colin. The family resides in 
Marietta, Georgia. 
ERIC L. SHERMAN, B.A., 1994, and 
his wife Debbie announce a 
daughter, Annika Mariela, born 
May 14, 2008. The family resides 
in Ludington. 
FELICIA M. (TURNER) MAXWELL, B.B.A., 
1995, and A'JENE M. MAXWELL, B.B.A., 
1996, announce a daughter, 
Hannah Elise, born November 
8, 2007. Hannah is welcomed 
by brother Isaial1. The family 
resides in Redford. 
JULIA J. (CHRISTENSEN) ROBERTSON, 
B.S., 1996, and her husband Tim 
announce a son, Cole Timothy, 
born December 4, 2007. Cole is 
welcomed by sisters Brittaney, 
Raechel and Brooke. The family 
resides in Battle Creek. 
CASEY K. (BLACKWELL) WILHELMI, 
B.S., 1996, and JOSH J. WILHELMI, 
B.S., 1997, announce a son, Dane 
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Braden, born April 2, 2008. 
Dane is welcomed by brothers 
Cole and Cade. The fami ly 
resides in Berkley. 
SHANNON L. (SNYDER) BURTON, B.A., 
1997, B.S., 1997, B.A., 2000, and her 
husband Andrew announce a 
daughte1~ Ila Joyce, born March 
4, 2008. Ila is welcomed by 
brothers Calder and Caden. The 
family resides in Grand Rapids. 
KRISTIE S. (MORIN) SCANLON, B.S.W., 
1997, and her husband John 
announce a daughter, Katherine 
Mae, born April 9, 2008. The 
family resides in Ada. 
HEATHER L. CHATFIELD, B.S., 1998, 
M.ED., 2001, and MATTHEW A. 
CHATFIELD, B.S., 1999, announce 
a daughter, Karis Fnmcis, 
born February 23, 2008. Karis 
is welcomed by brothers 
Greyson and Gage. The 
family resides in Jenison. 
MELISA A. (HOP) JOHNSON, 
B.A., 1998, and her husband 
Mitchell announce a daughter, 
Johanna Rose, born May 10, 
2007. Johanna is welcomed 
by sister Mina. The family 
resides in Allendale. 
KEVIN M. SCHAFER, B.B.A., 1998, 
and JACQUELINE A. (EWING) 
SCHAFER, B.B.A., 2000, M.S.T., 
2005, announce a son, Zachary 
Ewing, born March 28, 2008. 
Zachary is welcomed by 
brother Gabriel. The family 
resides in Grand Rapids. 
KELLIE R. (HALE) KIDWELL, B.A., 1999, 
and MICHAEL P. KIDWELL, B.B.A., 
2007, announce a son, Cameron 
Michael, born September 12, 
2007. The family resides in 
Grand Rapids. 
2000s 
JENNIFER A. (KASPAREK) CAMPS, 
B.B.A., 2000, and her husband 
Ryan announce a son, Evan 
James, born November 10, 2007. 
The fan1ily resides in Byron. 
MELI SSA S. (IDEMA) CZARNECKI, B.S., 
2000, M.ED., 2005, and WAYNE A. 
CZARNECKI, M.B.A., 2007, announce 
a son, Wyatt Austin, born March 
16, 2008. Wyatt is welcomed by 
brother Brayden. The family 
-resides in Jenison. 
PAUL W. SCALLY, B.S., 2000, and 
his wife Jessica announce 
a daughter, Morgan Marie, 
born April 1, 2008. Morgan is 
welcomed by brother Will. The 
family resides in Romeo. 
BEN SNOOK, B.S., 2000, and AMANDA 
M. (TANNER) SNOOK, B.S., 2002, 
announce a son, Owen David, 
born November 1, 2007. The 
fan1ily resides in Lansing. 
MEGAN E. (MILLER) WIERENGA, B.A., 
2000, and her husband Keith 
announce a son, Miller Ryan, 
born March 31, 2008. The family 
resides in Grandville. 
JOSHUA T. HAYWOOD, B.B.A., 
2001, and KYLEE M. (HUBBARD) 
HAYWOOD, B.A., 2001, announce 
a son, Colter Thomas, born 
February 1, 2008. Colter is 
welcomed by sister Kiana. 
The family resides in Alto. 
CHRISTINE M. (VANHORSSEN) 
WILLIAMS, B.S., 2001, and her 
husband Jim announce a 
daughter, Callie Marie, born 
November 30, 2007. The fami ly 
resides in Hana, Hawaii. 
TINA L. (NOWICKI) CATRELL, B.A., 
2002, and MICHAEL P. CATRELL, 
B.S. 2002, announce a son, 
Landen Michael, born 
April 19, 2007. Landen is 
welcomed by sister Kelsey. 
The family resides in Lowell. 
DAVID C. DEVOR E, B.B.A., 2002, 
and KRISTIN M. (STRINE) DEVOR E, 
B.S., 2004, announce a son, 
David Steven, born May 29, 
2008. The family resides 
in McKinney, Texas. 
FRITZ D. HELLER, B.S., 2002, and 
his wife Kari announce a son, 
Harrison Frederic, born May 
28, 2008. The family resides in 
Traverse City. 
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JENNIFER E. (DAU) WHALEY, B.A., 2002, 
and NATHAN T. WHALEY, B.A., 2002, 
announce a son, Rylan Thomas, 
born October 14, 2007. The 
family resides in Fort George 
Meade, Maryland . 
CAROLYN D. (SWINTON) KNOX, 
B.A., 2003, and Jerome Knox 
announce a son, Jalen Jerome, 
born May 1, 2008. Jalen is 
welcomed by sisters Paris, 
Amani and Iyanna. The family 
resides in Kentwood. 
CORTNEY M. (MILLER) LAMB, B.A., 
2003, and her husband Andrew 
announce a son, Griffin David, 
born April 4, 2008. Griffin is 
welcomed by brother Brayson. 
The family resides in Frankfort. 
KATIE A. (ROSENE) PEABODY, 
B.S., 2004, B.A., 2004, and her 
husband Eric announce a son, 
Wyatt Andrew, born January 
13, 2008. Wyatt is welcomed 
by sister Clare. The family 
resides in Sault Ste. Marie. 
SUSAN J. (HEMMEKE) VANDERZOUWEN, 
B.S.N., 2004, and her husband 
Ryan announce a daughter, 
Alma Nicole, born December 
15, 2005. The family 
resides in Wyoming. 
JAMIE S. (QUARTERMAN) DEVRIES, 
B.A., 2006, and her husband Ross 
announce a son, Camren Allen, 
born February 25, 2008. Camren 
is welcomed by sister Maddison. 
The family resides in Holland. 
IN MEMORIAM 
JEFFERY CAMPBELL, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, B.S., 
1985, on Apri l 17, 2008. 
MILDRED L. JOHNSON, Flint, 
Michigan, B.B.A., 1998, M.B.A., 
2001, on May 29, 2008. 
MICHAEL R. LANINGA, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, B.B.A., 
1977, on May 28, 2008. 
GAIL H. POLLOCK, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, B.A., 
1980, on April 17, 2008. 
RON "RONNY" SPURGIS, Lake 
Odessa, Michigan, B.A., 2002, 
on April 4, 2008. 
POLLY M. TOLONEN, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, B.S., 
1997, on May 1, 2008. 
JOHN F. WESTFI ELD, Ponca City, 
Oklahoma, B.B.A., 1980, on 
March 29, 2008. 
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Homecoming 2008 • October 10-12 
Visit www.gvsu.edu/homecoming 
for a full schedule of events 
Homecoming Highlights: 
Friday (10/10/08) 
• Student Life: Inflatables, Tug-of-War 
• CLAS Alumni-in-Residence Luncheon (Invite Only) 
• Women's Soccer vs. Northern Michigan University 
• Comedian 
• Charles H. Irwin Athletic Fund Dinner and Laker Hall 
of Fame Induction Ceremony 
Saturday(10/11/08) 
• Homecoming Golf Outing 
• Laker Homecoming SK Run/Walk 
• Pancake Breakfast 
• Renaissance Festival 
• Alumni Open House & Expo 
• Alumni Tailgater 
• CLAS: Mindgating Film Festival featuring alumni films 
and an interactive tribute to the legacy of William 
James College 
• New Honors Facility Tour: Niemeyer Living & Learning 
Center Open House 
• Laker Football vs. Hillsdale, 7pm 
Sunday (10/ 12/08) 
• Renaissance Festival 
Bookstore and campus dining facilities will be open 
throughout the weekend. 
Don't worry about gas prices - leave the 
driving to us! Catch one of the GVSU buses 
headed to Allendale from the metro-Detroit 
and Chicago areas on Saturday. Check 
www.gvsu.edu/homecoming for departure 
times and locations or to reserve your space today! 
Homecoming Info Hotline: 
1-800-558-0541 or alumni@gvsu.edu 
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Father's inspiration helps law professor accomplish 
journey around Lake Superior -byDottieBarnes 
Star Swift's family would tell you she was always the 
athletic type and constantly on 
the move. In fact, Swift would 
sometimes skip school to go 
sailing or boating and would 
spend nearly every day of her 
summer break sailing. It's no 
surprise that the associate 
professor in the Seidman 
College of Business would 
later turn her love for the open 
water into a courageous and 
dangerous trip around the 
greatest of the Great Lakes. 
Swift came to Grand Valley 
in 1992. Shortly after that, 
she developed a passion for 
kayaking in waters all over 
the world. In the late 1990s, 
she paddled in Greenland, 
Newfoundland and Chile. 
"I'd read about these 
beautiful areas in 
environmental magazines 
and how people are trying 
to preserve the water and 
the areas surrounding the 
water," said Swift. "I decided I 
wanted to go and experience 
these places before they 
are forever changed." 
Swift spent a month 
paddling in Greenland in 1998 
and then went to Patagonia, 
Chile, in 1999. "I saw incredible 
beauty in both places," 
she said. "The icebergs in 
Greenland were the size of 
the Pentagon. And there was 
never darkness, so it wasn't 
unusual to eat dinner at 3 a.m." 
It was after these trips 
that Swift decided to begin 
intense training to kayak 
around Lake Superior. It would 
take a year of preparation 
to get herself in top shape, 
perfect her kayaking skills, 
and chart her course. 
"I worked with a trainer 
to build my upper body 
strength," she explained. "I 
spent weeks in a pool with 
my kayak, practicing rolls. 
The waves and wind of Lake 
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Superior can be quite strong." 
Swift finished the last 
month of her training in Big 
Bay, along Lake Superior, 
where she would begin her 
journey. She packed boxes 
full of food (a vegetarian diet) 
and gear and mailed them 
to post offices along her 
mapped course. She carried 
few supplies: a small sleeping 
bag, dry suit, life jacket, 
water purifier, marine radio, 
GPS, tent, cooking supplies 
and a silk mask and hat to 
protect her from the sun. 
On June 10, 2000, Swift 
paddled away from Big Bay 
in a 17-foot kayak. The 80-day 
expedition would mean 
paddling in the cold, harsh 
waters of Lake Superior for 
about 13 hours a day. That 
summer turned out to be 
one of the coldest on record 
in the Upper Peninsula. The 
weather was windy and rainy 
during much of the two-
and-a-half month journey, 
causing several delays that 
put Swift off schedule. 
"As a lawyer, I like things 
planned out and organized. 
I learned how to be patient 
on this trip," she said. 
Swift's course took her west 
to Keweenaw Bay and the 
Portage River that separates 
the twin cities of Houghton 
and Hancock. She said the 
constant wind and rain took its 
toll physically and mentally. 
" I cried a lot," she recalled. 
"I would call my dad from 
pay phones when I got into 
towns. He was very ill at the 
time. When I told him I didn't 
think I could do it, he told 
me to think of it like inches 
on a map instead of a whole 
journey. He told me inches turn 
into miles. He said he looked 
at his illness that way and it 
kept him moving forward." 
Swift's first name is Maris 
Stella, which is Latin for 
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WHEN STUDENTS from the Detroit area enroll at Grand Valley, they 
instantly notice differences in traffic, food choices and politics . 
Read their comments beginning on page 22. Pictured above are 
the tiger outside Comerica Park, who g ives a nod to the Detroit 
Red Wings, Stanley Cup champs; and Fifth Third Ballpark, home to 
the West Michigan Whitecaps, a team that consistently leads the 
Midwest League attendance rankings . 
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